MINING IN AUSTRALIA

e Australia has mining activity in all of its states and territories. Particularly significant areas today include the Goldfields, Peel and Pilbara regions of Western Australia, the Hunter Valley in
New South Wales, the Bowen Basin in Queensland and Latrobe Valley in Victoria and various parts of the outback. Places such as Kalgoorlie, Mount Isa, Mount Morgan, Broken Hill and
Coober Pedy are known as mining towns.

e Major active mines in Australia include:

e  Olympic Dam in South Australia, a copper, silver and uranium mine believed to have the world's largest uranium resource.

e Super Pit gold mine, which has replaced a number of underground mines near Kalgoorlie, Western Australia

e  Mining has had a substantial environmental impact in some areas of Australia. Historically, the Victorian gold rush resulted in substantial deforestation, consequent erosion, and arsenic
pollution.[27] The effects on the landscape near Bendigo and Ballarat can still be seen today. Queenstown, Tasmania's mountains were also completely denuded through a combination
of logging and pollution from a mine smelter, and remain bare today.

e Uranium mining has been controversial, partly for its alleged environmental impact but more so because of its end uses in nuclear power and nuclear weapons. The Australian Labor
Party, one of Australia's two major parties, maintains a policy of "no new uranium mines". As of 2006, the increased world demand for uranium has seen some pressure, both internally
and externally on the ALP, for a policy change.[28] Australia is a participant in international anti-proliferation efforts designed to ensure that no exported uranium is used in nuclear
weapons.[29]
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