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Many centuries ago, legend has it, the mathematician and engineer Xuanzang built a time machine that allowed him to go back deep in time. No-one believed the stories. Tang Fu’s grandfather did though. He spent his whole life searching the vast forests of China for the machine. He died never having found the machine. His grandson, the inventor Tang Fu, found a map that suggested where the time machine was. Using modern computer technology he analysed the map. It led him to a large meteor crater in a dense forest in Northern China… 

You are a group of three Chinese adventurers, Tang Fu, an inventor, Lu Shengzhong, and artist, and Mok Kwai-Lan, a warrior-historian. One day, Tang Fu calls you to his shed to tell you some exciting news. He has discovered the buried treasure – Xuanzang’s timeship.  

You will go through a series of scenarios while learning about Ancient China. Each scenario has a task that each member must complete. Your group cannot move to the next adventure until all three tasks have been completed. You must swap which character you are for each scenario. Your guru Xuanzang (the teacher) will see your scenario responses and ask you a few questions. The guru will award you up to five renminbi for each task completed. You will be competing against other groups. You must share your responses to each activity, as any one of you could be questioned about anything the others worked on.
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Mok kwai-lan
Warrior-historian
A powerful swordsman whose intellect is as forceful as his blade. Mok Kwai-Lan has studied the military history of China all his life, and always dreamed of fighting against the fabled ancient warriors from China’s past. He is interested in all things military but also wishes to record as much information as he can. He plans on writing a book about China’s past for his sons to read, so they can become intellectuals, not just fighters.
LU SHENGZHONG ARTIST
A famed artist, Lu Shengzhong makes clothes, plays music, paints and dances. She is interested in all artistic forms, both new and ancient. She wants to go on the journey with Tang Fu to explore the artistic history of China. She wants to study objects from the past, and be inspired to create art.
TANG FU
INVENTOR
An inventor, as famous for his robotic servant girl as he is for his strange ways and sharing the obsession his grandfather had with time travel. Tang Fu is interested in mapping Chinese history. He records events on timelines, records the meanings of specific words and concepts and will want to ask lots of questions about the things he sees and hears on his journey.




















THE ADVENTURE BEGINS: LOST IN ANCIENT CHINA
BONUS MISSION:
Create a model of the
Great Wall
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You activate the timeship, sending your group back 2,500 years into the past. Before you land anywhere, Tang Fu suggests that you fly around the vast area, to get a good view of what China looks like from the sky. During this whirlwind tour, you find out a lot about the geography of China.

TANG FU
Tang Fu knows that there are going to be a lot of new words and ideas to learn about when exploring Ancient China. He wants to help his fellow time travellers out. Create and complete the following table:
	Word
	Used in a sentence about Ancient China

	mandate of heaven
	

	bureaucrat
	

	infantry
	

	philosopher
	

	warlord
	

	emperor
	

	acupuncture
	

	dynasty
	



LU SHENGZHONG
Lu Shengzhong wants to get an overview of the whole of China, and she loves art. Draw a map (a whole page sized) of China and include the location of all of these things: South China Sea, Yellow River, East China Sea, Gobi Desert, Yellow Sea, Tibetan Plateau, Yangtze River, Great Wall of China, Himalayas, Beijing, Shanghai.

Mok kwai-lan
Mok Kwai-Lan is interested in the map Lu Shengzhong has created. He decides he will find out about some of the features on her map. Find out why, how and when the Great Wall of China was created. What effect does having so many deserts and mountains in China have? List ten countries that border the modern country of China.


BIRTH OF A CIVILIZATION
BONUS MISSION:
Which is the “best” dynasty and why?
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After scouting out the whole country, you decide to land in Beijing and you set the time on your timeship to 1600 BCE, the start of the Shang Dynasty. Tang Fu has brought along some modern timeline information to compare against the old, and see if it is correct. At this early point in your adventure, you are keen to be able to divide up China’s history into its many different phases.

TANG FU
Tang Fu is intrigued by the idea of the ‘mandate of heaven’. What is it? How could a ruler lose the mandate of heaven? He is also intrigued by the name ‘China’. How did China come to be called that? What do Chinese people call their own country and why? Why is Australia called Australia?

LU SHENGZHONG
Lu Shengzhong is amazed by how many beautiful objects there are from the Shang dynasty. Find a primary source from the Shang dynasty. Sketch it in your exercise book. Perform a source analysis on it, answering these questions about it in full sentences: What is it? When is it from? Who made it? What is it for? What can we learn about Chinese history from studying it?

Mok kwai-lan
Mok Kwai-Lan loves to see the overall picture, which is why he is a fan of making timelines. The history of Ancient China can be confusing. Create a timeline from the Shang dynasty (1600-1046 BCE) until the final dynasty, the Qing dynasty (1644-1911 CE). Include all the different dynasties in it. Be sure to include the Warring States period.



WE MEET THE PEOPLE
BONUS MISSION:
Draw a diagram that shows the structure of our society
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After spending days cooped up studying timelines and ancient manuscripts, you are excited to go and meet the people of ancient China. You spread out around the city of Beijing and the outlying areas so you can meet as many different people as possible. 
TANG FU
Tang Fu is amazed at how highly structured ancient Chinese society is. What are the main groups in ancient Chinese society? List these groups from most powerful to least powerful, include a simple image for each one to help you remember. 

LU SHENGZHONG
Lu Shengzhong decides to spend her time with the lowest of the groups – the artisans, merchants and slaves. They were able to make very impressive objects. Look at these sources: imgur.com/JPODARG . List each one separately and say what you think the purpose of each of them was for. What is the modern day equivalent of each of these four objects? 

Mok kwai-lan
Mok Kwai-Lan is immediately interested in the ruling classes – the rulers, lords and landowning gentry. What are the equivalent in modern Australia of these three groups inside the ruling class? Mok Kwai-Lan is fascinated by their love of war. What kind of weapons, armour and tactics would a highly trained Chinese warrior use? Draw a simple picture of a Chinese warrior in full armour and label it with at least three things.



CHINA’S NATURAL BEAUTYBONUS MISSION:
Find out what China’s “one child policy” was all about
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When you were in the countryside, spending time with the peasants, you notice how beautiful the scenery in China is. You decide to fly the timeship around some of the natural wonders of China, and learn a great many things about China’s amazing Great Wall, and the pressure that population places on the environment.

TANG FU
Tang Fu is interested in the bigger picture – China is now the most populated country on earth but how did it get that way? Draw a line graph that shows the increase in population from the Qin dynasty until now. Why did the population of China increase so much? What negative consequences to the Chinese environment was there from this huge increase in population?

LU SHENGZHONG
Lu thinks it would be a great idea to create a new “7 Wonder of the World”, but she wants to do it just for natural landscapes in China. Have a look at some pictures online and come up with a “7 Natural Wonders of China”. List what they are, where they are, and draw a simple picture of each wonder.

Mok kwai-lan
Mok Kwai-Lan knows that The Great Wall has something to do with war, so he wants to know more about it. You fly the timeship to the north during the time the wall was being created. Why was it built? Why did it cost so much to build? Sketch a part of the wall and label at least three things on it.


WHAT THE ANCIENT’S BELIEVEDBONUS MISSION:
Would you rather be a Taoist, Buddhist, or Confucian? Why?
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The more time you spend in Ancient China, the more you think that they are fascinating people. So many things about them are different to modern Chinese people, but a lot of things have stayed the same. These ancient people believe in many of the same religions that are popular to this day. This makes you want to find out about the early origins of these great religions and religious practices.

TANG FU
Tang Fu knows that he is going to be asked a lot of questions about ancient Chinese religion by his university professor friends. He will need to come up with a list of questions to think about first. Create this table, and come up with a question about Chinese religions  for each box.
	
	EVENT
	SITUATION
	PERSON
	REASON
	MEANS

	PAST
	What is…
	Where/When did…
	Who is…
	Why is…
	How is…

	PRESENT
	What did…
	Where/When did…
	Who did…
	Why did…
	How did…



LU SHENGZHONG
Lu Shengzhong loves the symbols that each of the three religions uses. Draw one symbol for each religion. Who was the founder of each of ancient China’s three main religions? Look at this source: imgur.com/O5BaXIL  – do you think this is what Confucius looked like? Why / why not? 

Mok kwai-lan
Mok understands that there were three main religions in ancient China – Confucianism, Daoism and Buddhism. Create a simple timeline that includes the start dates of each religion. List the main ideas of each religion underneath their entry (at least two for each) in the timeline.


AN AUDIENCE WITH AN EMPEROR
[image: http://www.history.com/news/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/qin-shi-huang.jpg]BONUS MISSION:
Write a letter from Qin’s father to him as a boy, telling him how to be a good ruler

While learning about ancient Chinese religions, you travel to different times. You end up learning about Taoism in a monastery in 221 BCE. Your presence in ancient China does not go unnoticed. As your group is leaving a religious temple, you are grabbed by the Emperor’s guards and taken to him. You meet Qin Shihuang, the first Emperor of China. At first, he wants to arrest you, but then, as you tell him about your travels and learning (leaving out any mention of time travel, as he wouldn’t believe you), he seems very interested. He is a proud person and wants you to know about his many achievements.

TANG FU
Tang Fu is interested in figuring out what effects the first emperor, Qin Shihuang, will have on China. What new policies and inventions did he bring to China? List at least three. How important was his rule to people at the time? 

LU SHENGZHONG
The many new pieces of art and writing during the time of Qin Shihuang, the first emperor, are appealing to Lu Shengzhong. She likes source 2 and 3 from here: imgur.com/QzsJ4su 
Looking at source 3, what was the purpose of this text? How would you describe the laws that Qin Shihuang makes? Are they like modern Australian laws? Why/why not?
Looking at source 2, describe in detail what you see in the picture (just what you see). What is happening in this picture? What might Confucius say about this? 

Mok kwai-lan
Mok Kwai-Lan is really interested in how Qin Shihuang was able to defeat his enemies and become the first emperor. And he stays up late into the night speaking with him. Write an interview (minimum four questions) between Mok Kwai-Lan (MK) and Emperor Shihuang (QS). You are trying to find out how he became ruler, what he did to remove any threats, and what the system (replacing the feudal system) that he introduced was like.


LEARNING ADVENTURE INSTRUCTIONS
Learning adventures are a way of learning about a topic in a different way. Instead of the teacher standing up the front and telling you things and getting you to do activities, you will have to find things out for yourself and do the activities listed in the learning adventure. 

The reason completing learning adventures is a good way to learn is because it develops these skills:
· independence
· teamwork
· problem-solving
· finding information (online or in books)

· Teamwork
· You have been put into small teams – pick a name for your team
· Each person in the group will have an individual task for each scenario, you can get your team mates to help you
· You will need to share your work with your team. Everyone should have read or looked at the work of everyone else
· Your group cannot advance to the next adventure until all three tasks have been completed
· Scoring
· Once a task is complete, see your teacher who will assess your work and ask you some questions to test your understanding – your teacher will test you all on things in all the activities, which is why you need to share your responses
· You will get a score out of five for each scenario
· This score will be made public, where you can see how the other groups are doing
· You can earn bonuses by completing the bonus task attached to each scenario
· your teacher might also award bonuses for random events
· Writing up tasks
· Complete all work in your exercise book
· Always include the date
· Include the challenge heading for each activity that you complete
· Always answer using full sentences including the question in your answer, unless your task says to use dot points or a table.
· Workload
· you should complete one scenario per class
· about 30-40 minutes to complete the tasks
· 5-10 minutes for you to share your knowledge with your team mates
· 5 minutes to be tested by the teacher
· you will have to complete a minimum of one scenario per lesson, you will have to complete for homework if you don’t get it done in class. 
· if you don’t complete one per homework, your teacher might give you extra questions you have to answer for homework, so keep up!
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