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Timeline                                                                    Additional Information and Resources: 

Events in bold are World War One military events 

1901 Australian Federation 
http://www.nma.gov.au/defining-
moments/resources/federation 

1906 Australia takes control of Papua as an ‘external territory’ 
http://www.nma.gov.au/defining-
moments/resources/papua-new-guinea 

1907 Justice HB Higgins hands down ‘Harvester Judgement’ 
http://www.nma.gov.au/defining-
moments/resources/harvester-judgement 

1908 Legislation introducing national age and invalid pensions 
http://www.nma.gov.au/defining-
moments/resources/age-and-invalid-pensions 

1911 Douglas Mawson leads Australasian expedition to Antarctica 
http://www.nma.gov.au/defining-
moments/resources/mawson-in-the-antarctic 

1912 Australian Government introduces a maternity allowance 

http://www.nma.gov.au/defining-
moments/resources/maternity-allowance-
introduced 

1913 Foundation of Canberra as the national capital 
http://www.nma.gov.au/defining-
moments/resources/founding-of-canberra 

1913 The newly created 'fleet unit' sails into Sydney Harbour 
http://www.nma.gov.au/defining-
moments/resources/royal-australian-navy 

1914 (28 June) Franz Ferdinand assassinated  

1914 (28 July) Outbreak of WWI  

1914 (September) Trench warfare begins during WWI  



1914 (September) First Battle of the Marne  

1914 (November) Ottoman Empire declares war on Allies  

1915 (April) ANZAC landing at Gallipoli 
http://www.nma.gov.au/defining-
moments/resources/gallipoli-landing 

1915 NSW Government gains power to remove Aboriginal children 
from their families 

http://www.nma.gov.au/defining-
moments/resources/aborigines-protection-act 

1915 (May) Lusitania sunk by German U-boat  

1915 (December) Allied withdrawal from Gallipoli  

1916 Federal–state agreement for soldier settlement 
http://www.nma.gov.au/defining-
moments/resources/soldier-settlement 

1916–17 Conscription for military service overseas defeated in two 
referenda 

http://www.nma.gov.au/defining-
moments/resources/conscription-referendums 

1916 (February-December) Battle of Verdun  

1916 (March-June) AIF joins Western Front  

1916 (May) Battle of Jutland  

1916 (July-November) Battle of the Somme  

1917 (April) USA enters war  

1917 (July-November) Battle of Passchendaele  

1917 (November) Bolshevik Revolution  

1917 (December) Russians exit the war  

1918 (January) Woodrow Wilson's Fourteen Points  

1918 (July-August) Second Battle of the Marne  

1918 (11 November) Armistice - end of WWI  

1919 Treaty of Versailles  

1919 Influenza pandemic reaches Australia  

 

  



Introduction 
You are a young journalist, just out of journalism school. Your quest is to live the life of a journalist, developing your skills 

and reporting on the events of the day. You will have choices about the kinds of jobs that you want to take. 

You have been lucky enough to get a job as a cadet (trainee) journalist for The Age newspaper, based in Melbourne. You 

are so excited to have this amazing new job! You have always wanted to be a journalist, travelling to where the most 

exciting things are happening, finding out more and reporting on them. You believe in people knowing what is going on in 

the world around them.  

You also want to become the best journalist you can be. This will mean developing your skills. You will improve your 

knowledge and these four important skills: using terms and concepts, asking questions, analysing sources, and 

understanding different perspectives. Your boss is your editor (your teacher). Each time you complete a task, show it to 

your teacher and they will let you know if it has been done correctly or if it needs to be improved. 

You arrive in Melbourne in December of 1900. The city is alive with the sounds and smells of Christmas. You settle 

yourself into your boarding house accommodation. You have an appointment with the sub-editor of The Age early the 

next morning. You struggle for sleep that night, because of the excitement.  

You’re at The Age office bright and early, at 8am. It’s the first day of real work you’ve ever done in your life, but you have 

got goose bumps. The Age is the most respected publication in Australia, and you landed a cadet position straight out of 

journalism school! 

“Take a seat, he’ll be with you in a minute”, says your new boss’s secretary. After a wait of what seems like forever, but is 

only actually ten minutes, a tall man, with a trim moustache and a well-worn suit comes out of the adjoining office.  

“Ah, fresh meat!” 

He welcomes you into his office.  

“I have read your early reports you wrote while in journalism school. I like what I read. You’ve got real promise kid.” 

He peers out the window. 

“This world is changing. We’re on the cusp of something big. Stick with me, do as I say, and you’ll witness some amazing 

things, I just know it.” 

Your new boss’s name is Charles Callister, an up and coming sub-editor for The Age. You spend an hour with him as he 

tells you the history of the newspaper and how he sees the role of the journalist.  

“I became a journalist to come as close as possible to the heart of the world”. 

He gives you your first assignment. The Australian colonies have just recently voted to federate into one nation, the 

Commonwealth of Australia. He wants you to follow the story, right here in Melbourne, where the new nation’s first 

parliament is being held. Go to 1. 



1 
The forging of Australia 

  

Invitation to the opening of the First Commonwealth Parl iament at the Exhibit ion Building, Melbourne, 9 May 1901. 

National Museum of Austral ia.  

Mr Callister has you doing some groundwork, and then gets you a media pass to sit in and witness the first 

Commonwealth Parliament in Melbourne on 9 May 1901. 



  

Opening of the First Parl iament of the Commonwealth of Australia by HRH The Duke of Cornwall and York (later 

HM King George V), May 9, 1901 ,  by Tom Roberts. National Museum of Austral ia.  

You interview several important people who are there, and this is what you find out… 

Australia became an independent nation on 1 January 1901, when the British Parliament passed legislation enabling the 

six Australian colonies to collectively govern in their own right as the Commonwealth of Australia. 

It was a remarkable political accomplishment that had taken many years and several referenda to achieve. 

 The Federal system 

The constitution divides power between the federal government and the governments of the former colonies, which 

were renamed ‘states’. 

Specific areas of legislative power were given to the federal government, but not for the first ten years or so, so that the 

states could retain revenues a while longer, including taxation, defence, foreign affairs, migration, naturalisation and 

aliens, and postal and telecommunications services. The federal government also has power to make laws for Australia’s 

territories. It did not have any powers relating to Indigenous people. 

States retained power over all other matters within their borders including police, hospitals, education and public 

transport. 

Your task 

Mr Callister wants you to include a glossary in your article about the first Parliament. Federation is a new ideal for the 

people of Australia, and they’ll need to learn new words to understand it. 

Match these keywords with their meaning. 

✓ Write out in full each word and beside it, its meaning. 

colony  a body of fundamental principles or established precedents according to which 
a state or other organization is acknowledged to be governed 

Commonwealth  a body of people who settle far from home but maintain ties with their 
homeland 



constitution  a compulsory contribution to state revenue, levied by the government on 
workers' income and business profits, or added to the cost of some goods, 
services, and transactions 

federal  a general vote by the electorate on a single political question which has been 
referred to them for a direct decision 

govern  a nation or territory considered as an organized political community under one 
government 

independent  an international association consisting of Great Britain and countries that were 
previously part of the British Empire, and dependencies. 

indigenous  conduct the policy, actions, and affairs of (a state, organization, or people) with 
authority 

legislation  free from outside control; not subject to another's authority 

migration  having or relating to a system of government in which several states unify but 
remain independent in internal affairs 

naturalisation  laws 

parliament  movement of people from one region to another 

political  originating or occurring naturally in a particular place; native 

referendum  relating to the government or public affairs of a country 

state  the admittance of a foreigner to the citizenship of a country 

taxation  the group of elected politicians or other people who make the laws for their 
country 

 

 

You complete the task and send it off to your boss. He’s happy with what you’ve produced. He calls you into his office. 

“Junior, I’m impressed with your first assignment, so I’ve decided to do something a little different today. I’m going to 

give you a choice of assignment”. 

He lays out these four choices for your next story: 

• go on your first overseas journey to Papua New Guinea, where Australia has gained its first overseas territory. If 

you choose this assignment, go to 2. 

• if you like the law, an important case is about to be decided that will improve the working conditions of all 

Australians. If you choose this assignment, go to 3. 

• if you enjoyed being in the parliament, an important law is going to be passed soon, improving the lot of old and 

sick people. If you choose this assignment, go to 4. 

• A famous explorer, Douglas Mawson, is attempting to go to the end of the world, Antarctica! If you want to 

report on this story, go to 5. 



2 
Australia gains a territory 

 

Vil lage of Elevara, Port Moresby, from Sir Hu bert Murray’s book Papua or  Brit ish New Guinea, 1914.   

You purchase a boat ticket and head out to Port Melbourne, where a rickety-looking boat awaits you. The two-week 

journey is uneventful, although the food is terrible. You arrive in Port Moresby, the main city in Papua New Guinea. You 

schedule an appointment with a local journalist, who fills you in… 

 

In 1906, the young nation of Australia became a colonial administrator when it assumed responsibility for the external 

territory of Papua – the southern half of what is now Papua New Guinea. 



Australia saw the administration of the territory as an opportunity to secure its borders, expand its commercial and 

colonial interests and prove itself as a mature and modern nation. 

German colonialism 

On 7 February 1883, the Sydney Morning Herald published an article about German intentions to annexe the eastern 

portion of New Guinea (the western part was already Dutch controlled). Because the island lies only 150 kilometres north 

of Cape York, the article heightened Australian anxieties about their continent’s vulnerable and sparsely populated 

northern borders. 

A month later, the Queensland colonial government pre-emptively annexed eastern New Guinea. Lord Derby, Secretary 

of State for the Colonies, promptly repudiated the colony’s claim when news reached him in London. 

Free to act, Germany annexed the north-east part of New Guinea (naming it Kaiser Wilhelmsland) and the Bismarck 

Archipelago (New Britain, New Ireland and associated islands) in 1884. 

Britain quickly responded by proclaiming the protectorate of British New Guinea (covering south-eastern New Guinea), 

thus providing a buffer between German territories and the Torres Strait, which was vital to Australian navigation. 

Administration of the Protectorate was shared between Britain and the colonies of Queensland, New South Wales and 

Victoria. In 1906 full control of this area was handed to the Commonwealth of Australia and renamed the Australian 

Territory of Papua. 

 

Mask made of tapa cloth collected from the Gulf Province, Papua New Guinea, 1923. Official Papuan Collection, National 

Museum of Australia. 

Your job 

Mr Callister has asked you to report on the story, while developing your skills in asking questions. He wants you to come 

up with a series of questions that a historian might ask about this story.  

Historians ask specific types of questions. Good historians ask questions about: 

• causes and effects 

• things that have changed from the past to now and things that have stayed the same 

• what it felt like for people at the time 



• how people’s perspectives about what happened in the past are different 

• how we can know things about the past 

• what is important from the past 

Copy and complete this grid, asking questions about Papua New Guinea being ruled by Australia. A few have been done 

to get you started… 

 Event Situation Person Reason Means 

Past 

What is… Where/when did… Who is… Why is… How is… 

Present 

What did… Where/when did… Who did… Why did… How did… 

Probability 

What would… Where/when would… Who would… Why would 
Germany want 
to control 
Papua? 

How would… 

Imagination 

What might… Where/when might… Who might… Why might… How might 
Germany react 
to having its 
territory taken 
from it? 

✓ Copy out the grid and complete it. 

You complete the question grid and get it back to your boss, Mr Callister, along with your report.  

“Great work youngster! Now, I’ve got a couple of stories lined up here for you, take your pick”. 

Which story do you want to work on next? 

• If you want to do a story about a new government policy that will help mothers, go to 6 

• If you want to do a story about a new city being built, which is to become the new capital of Australia, go to 7 



3 
Aussie workers get a minimum wage 

 

Postcard showing Sunshine Harvester  Works, 1910. Museum Victoria.  

You take a horse and cart to the big court building in Melbourne. You spend a few days conducting interviews with all the 

relevant people: the lawyers, the politicians, workers, and various interested members of the public. This is what you 

learn… 

In 1907, Justice Henry Bourne Higgins, President of the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Court, set the first 

federally arbitrated wages standard in Australia. 

Using the Sunshine Harvester Factory as a test case, Justice Higgins took the pioneering approach of hearing evidence 

from not only male workers but also their wives to determine what was a fair and reasonable wage for a working man to 

support a family of five. 

Higgins’s ruling became the basis for setting Australia’s minimum wage standard for the next 70 years. 

The judgement 

In his judgement, Higgins calculated that a fair and reasonable wage for manual workers was seven shillings per day or 42 

shillings per week. This was a 27% increase on the average unskilled worker’s salary at the Sunshine Harvester Works. 

The decision was a landmark case because, for the first time, employers were challenged to formulate wages on the basic 

needs of their employees rather than being solely concerned with the company’s profits 



 

Sunshine Harvester Works interior,  1910. Museum Victoria.  

Your chore 

Mr Callister has asked you to report on the story, while developing your skills in asking questions. He wants you to come 

up with a series of questions that a historian might ask about this story.  

Historians ask specific types of questions. Good historians ask questions about: 

• causes and effects 

• things that have changed from the past to now and things that have stayed the same 

• what it felt like for people at the time 

• how people’s perspectives about what happened in the past are different 

• how we can know things about the past 

• what is important from the past 

Copy and complete this grid, asking questions about the “Harvester Judgement”. A few have been done to get you 

started… 

 Event Situation Person Reason Means 

Past 

What is… Where/when did… Who is… Why is… How is… 

Present 

What did… Where/when did… Who did… Why did… How did… 

Probability 

What would… Where/when would… Who would… Why would 
employers not 
like this 
judgement? 

How would… 



Imagination 

What might… Where/when might… Who might… Why might… How might this 
judgement 
change the 
buying patterns 
of Australian 
workers? 

 

✓ Copy out the grid and complete it. 

You complete the question grid and get it back to your boss, Mr Callister, along with your report.  

“Great work youngster! Now, I’ve got a couple of stories lined up here for you, take your pick”. 

Which story do you want to work on next? 

• If you want to do a story about a new government policy that will help mothers, go to 6 

• If you want to do a story about some new military hardware the Australian government has had built, go to 8 

 

  



4 
Help for the old and sick 
You make your way to the new Commonwealth Parliament building. Handily, it is near where you are staying, in 

Melbourne’s central business district (CBD). You hang around on the steps of parliament, speaking to anyone who will talk 

to you. You get to speak to quite a few politicians and petitioners, who all have their different take on events. This is what 

you learn… 

On 10 June 1908, the newly formed Commonwealth Parliament passed the Invalid and Old-Age Pensions Act. The 

legislation was ground-breaking. 

Prior to that, the elderly or infirm received no financial support and their care fell either to family, religious and charitable 

institutions, or government asylums. Life in such institutions was often far from easy. 

Following the economic depression of the early 1890s, when poverty became widespread, who should support those 

unable to look after themselves became a hot issue. 

It is important to remember the great difference in life expectancy between then and now. At Federation, only four per 

cent of the population were over the age of 65. Men could expect to live 55 years, and women for 59 years. The financial 

cost of such a scheme was very small in comparison to today, when 14 per cent of the population is over 65 and both 

sexes can expect to live into their eighties. 

 

‘Christmas Day at the Benevolent Asylum’. David Syme and Co,  I l lustrated Australian News,  1 January 1895. State Library 

of Victoria.  

Your duty 

Mr Callister has asked you to report on the story, while developing your skills in asking questions. He wants you to come 

up with a series of questions that a historian might ask about this story.  



Historians ask specific types of questions. Good historians ask questions about: 

• causes and effects 

• things that have changed from the past to now and things that have stayed the same 

• what it felt like for people at the time 

• how people’s perspectives about what happened in the past are different 

• how we can know things about the past 

• what is important from the past 

Copy and complete this grid, asking questions about the national age and invalid pension. A few have been done to get 

you started… 

 Event Situation Person Reason Means 

Past 

What is… Where/when did… Who is… Why is… How is… 

Present 

What did… Where/when did… Who did… Why did… How did… 

Probability 

What would… Where/when would… Who would… Why would 
economic 
depression 
make this law 
more likely to be 
passed? 

How would… 

Imagination 

What might… Where/when might… Who might… Why might… How might 
having to care 
for sick family 
affect a 
younger 
working 
person? 

 

✓ Copy out the grid and complete it 

You complete the question grid and get it back to your boss, Mr Callister, along with your report.  

“Great work youngster! Now, I’ve got a couple of stories lined up here for you, take your pick”. 

Which story do you want to work on next? 

• If you want to do a story about a new city being built, which is to become the new capital of Australia, go to 7 

• If you are more interested in the affairs of indigenous people, go to 9 

 



5 
Mawson braves the extreme cold 

 

A gl impse from within the cavern of the Mertz Glacier , Australasian Antarctic Expedition, 1911 –1914, National  Library of 

Austral ia,  obj. 141793011  

You head down to the docks where a large sea vessel has docked. The jetty is swarming with people waiting to see the 

explorer, Mr Mawson. You know one of his crew members and are lucky enough to get a private audience with him that 

evening over dinner. You conduct a lengthy interview with him and this is what you find out… 

Douglas Mawson is a national hero. He was a remarkable explorer and the expeditions he led helped claim 42 per cent of 

Antarctica for Australia. He is also famous for one of the most extraordinary feats of endurance in the history of Antarctic 

exploration. 

But Mawson was first and foremost a scientist. Whereas other explorers were driven by a nationalistic urge to claim 

territory or beat rivals, Mawson’s expeditions were primarily scientific. Their achievements in geology, cartography, 

meteorology, geomagnetism and marine biology were ground-breaking. 

Expedition legacy 

The Australasian Antarctic Expedition was the first major scientific expedition by Australians beyond their shores. It 

explored some 6347 kilometres of mainland Antarctica as well as Macquarie Island. The analysis and report of the 

scientific data collected during the expedition was so extensive that it filled 22 volumes when it was published in 1947. 

Your mission 

Mr Callister has asked you to report on the story, while developing your skills in asking questions. He wants you to come 

up with a series of questions that a historian might ask about this story.  

Historians ask specific types of questions. Good historians ask questions about: 



• causes and effects 

• things that have changed from the past to now and things that have stayed the same 

• what it felt like for people at the time 

• how people’s perspectives about what happened in the past are different 

• how we can know things about the past 

• what is important from the past 

Copy and complete this grid, asking questions about Mawson’s adventure. A few have been done to get you started… 

 Event Situation Person Reason Means 

Past 

What is… Where/when did… Who is… Why is… How is… 

Present 

What did… Where/when did… Who did… Why did… How did… 

Probability 

What would… Where/when would… Who would… Why would 
Mawson be 
popular after 
returning? 

How would… 

Imagination 

What might… Where/when might… Who might… Why might… How might his 
scientific data 
be used? 

 

✓ Copy out the grid and complete it 

You complete the question grid and get it back to your boss, Mr Callister, along with your report.  

“Great work youngster! Now, I’ve got a couple of stories lined up here for you, take your pick”. 

Which story do you want to work on next? 

• If you want to do a story about some new military hardware the Australian government has had built, go to 8. 

• If you are more interested in the affairs of indigenous people, go to 9. 

  



6 
Helping babies 
With the national parliament still in Melbourne, it was an easy cart ride across town to visit parliament to find out about 

this important issue. At the time, having children cost a lot of money and women often bear the brunt of that cost, 

especially if they are single. The government of the day has tried to help mothers by providing financial assistance. Your 

mother would have benefitted from such a policy so you take a special interest in this story. You meet with the politician 

who put forward the bill. This is what you find out… 

The first Australian maternity allowance was introduced on 10 October 1912. As of that date, married and single women 

who had given birth received £5 to cover the cost of medical care for themselves and their babies. 

Proposed as a means to lower infant mortality rates, the allowance was worth about two weeks’ wages for a family. 

Indigenous women and those from Asian or Pacific Island backgrounds were not eligible for the payment. 

A progressive act 

The introduction of a maternity allowance recognised the need for government intervention to improve the health of 

women and children. It was a progressive act that, along with the introduction of age and invalid pensions, formed the 

basis of Australia’s social welfare system. 

In 1947, the Maternity Allowance Act was replaced by one-off payments that were means tested and therefore only 

available to those who needed financial assistance. In 1978, the payment scheme was replaced by other family benefits. 

Today, several government initiatives support Australian families. These include: 

• government-funded parental leave 

• laws that make it illegal to discriminate against those taking leave to have children 

• financial support for low-income families 

• subsidised healthcare under Medicare 

• childcare rebates 

• school assistance programs. 

Your assignment 

Your boss Mr Callister wants to focus on the fantastic images that accompany this story.  

“Describe the source to me, so it’s like I was really there, kid.” 

Mr Callister sends a more experienced journalist, Emma Pratt, to help show you the difference between describing 

general and detailed features.  

Emma says, “When analysing sources, it is really important to fully examine the source itself, looking at all aspects of it 

before you start saying what you think it means.” She is insistent on this point. 

“You have to look at it very closely first, rather than jumping to conclusions about what it means, otherwise you will miss 

important things in the source, or your judgement will be clouded by what you decide you think the source means 

beforehand. Don’t judge the source before you inspect it thoroughly first!”, she continues. 

The difference between general and detailed features can be summarised in this table: 

General features Detailed or specific features 

What is in the source overall What is in the source overall as well as minor details 

The most important things in the source Everything in the source, whether or not you think it is 
‘important’ 



Using ‘vague’ words like big, small, very, good… Using ‘specific’ words like three times bigger than, small in 
comparison to…, extremely, beneficial, useful for… 

 

Listing detailed features will usually involve more writing than just listing general features. So, if you write more, you are 

more likely to write about detailed features, not just overall features. She shows you this example source: 

 

‘The Mongolian Octopus –  His Grip on Austral ia’ , a cartoon by Phil l ip May, published in  The Bulletin  magazine, 1886. 

National Museum of Austral ia.  

This is what she would consider ‘listing general features’: 

“There is an Asian man’s face in the middle, he has tentacles with all the different things coming off it like, bad things. 

Each tentacle is strangling someone.” 

This is what she says is ‘describing detailed or specific features’: 

“The source shows a large head of an Asian man. He has a mean expression on his face, he is scowling, he has a furrowed 

brow, and a big gap in his teeth. He has nine tentacles coming out of his head. Each one has a word on it: cheap labour, 

pak-ah-pu, immorality, small-pox, typhoid, opium, bribery, fan-tan, and customs robbery. At the end of each tentacle is a 

white-skinned person being attacked by that tentacle. The people being attacked by the tentacle are shown being 

affected by the thing that is written on the tentacle.” 

Now your job is to describe detailed / specific features of this source: 



 

Two chi ldren, Elsie and George Barnes,  playing in their cart Pioneer Express with their dog, Ingham, Queensland, 19 12. 

Hinchinbrook Shire Library.  

✓ Write your source analysis describing specific features in your exercise book. It should be at least ten lines long. 

You submit your report to Mr Callister. He summons you to his office.  

“Great work again, but we have no time to discuss this much further. War is imminent! The great war between the 

European empires is finally here, and everyone is excited! It looks like our mother country, Great Britain, needs her 

empire. Seems like it will be the British, French and Russian Empires against the German and Austro-Hungarian Empires. I 

need you on this immediately!” 

He says that this assignment could occupy you for the next year or so. Everyone assumes the coming war will be over 

soon, with a quick victory. The Australian government immediately agrees to enter the war, and supply soldiers and 

equipment to Great Britain. Mr Callister sends you down to the recruitment offices to write a story about why people are 

joining the war effort. Go to 10. 

  



7 
A new capital for a young nation 
You go to Mr Callister’s office. 

“Big things afoot, youngster. They’ve finally decided that the squabble between Melbourne and Sydney about where the 

capital should be, is over – they’re building a new city in the middle of nowhere! Go and see Lucinda on your way out.” 

Lucinda Clarkson is Mr Callister’s secretary. She gives you return train tickets to Sydney.  

Upon arrival at Sydney you make your way to Government House, where the Governor-General lives. Here you set about 

interviewing the Governor-General and some Sydney-based politicians about the new capital. This is what you find out… 

On 12 March 1913, the Governor-General’s wife, Lady Denman, announced that Canberra was to be the name of 

Australia’s new national capital. 

The prevailing wisdom of the day had it that cool, temperate climates were preferable to hot ones, on the dubious basis 

that cool climates had produced hardier races. In October 1908, the House of Representatives voted that Canberra 

should be the location. An international design competition was launched, which attracted 137 entries from all over the 

world. Walter Burley Griffin and his wife Marion Mahony Griffin were the winners. 

Just as construction of the city got underway, Canberra’s development was severely delayed by the onset of war. 

100 years young 

Canberra, which is among the youngest capital cities in the world, has recently celebrated its centenary. About 500 

guests, 2000 mounted troops and 3000 observers were present in 1913 to hear Lady Denman announce the new capital’s 

name and to mark the commencement of work. 

Your brief 

Your boss Mr Callister wants to focus on the fantastic images that accompany this story.   

“Describe the source to me, so it’s like I was really there, kid.” 

Mr Callister sends a more experienced journalist, Emma Pratt, to help show you the difference between describing 

general and detailed features.  

Emma says, “When analysing sources, it is really important to fully examine the source itself, looking at all aspects of it 

before you start saying what you think it means.” She is insistent on this point. 

“You have to look at it very closely first rather, than jumping to conclusions about what it means, otherwise you will miss 

important things in the source, or your judgement will be clouded by what you decide you think the source means 

beforehand. Don’t judge the source before you inspect it thoroughly first!”, she continues. 

The difference between general and detailed features can be summarised in this table: 

General features Detailed or specific features 

What is in the source overall What is in the source overall as well as minor details 

The most important things in the source Everything in the source, whether or not you think it is 
‘important’ 

Using ‘vague’ words like big, small, very, good… Using ‘specific’ words like three times bigger than, small in 
comparison to…, extremely, beneficial, useful for… 

 

Listing detailed features will usually involve more writing than just listing general features. So, if you write more, you are 

more likely to write about detailed features, not just overall features. She shows you this example source: 



 

Walter Burley Griffin and Marion Mahony, designers of Canberra, 1930. National Library of Austral ia  

This is what she would consider ‘listing general features’: 

“There is a man and a woman in this picture. The woman might be holding a bush.” 

This is what she says is ‘describing detailed or specific features’: 

“This is a black and white photo. It shows a man and a woman. They are both dressed in formal clothing. The man is 

wearing a suit with a strange looking tie. The woman is wearing a matching skirt and jacket, with a floral pattern on it. 

They are standing in a bushy area. The woman is holding on to the bush. The woman has a serious look on her face. The 

man has a smile on his face. In the background, you can see the spire of a tall sailing ship.” 

Now your job is to describe detailed / specific features of this source: 



 

Governor-General  Lord Denman and Lady Denman, Minister for Home Affairs King O’Malley and Prime Minister Andrew 

Fisher at the official  ceremony on Capital  Hi l l  to mark the commencement of work on Can berra.  State Library of New South 

Wales, a1528132.  

✓ Write your source analysis describing specific features in your exercise book. It should be at least ten lines long. 

The next day, you take the train back from Sydney, admiring the rugged farm scenery on the long journey. On your 

return, you submit your report to Mr Callister. He summons you to his office.  

“Great work again, but we have no time to discuss this much further. War is imminent! The great war between the 

European empires is finally here, and everyone is excited! It looks like our mother country, Great Britain, needs her 

empire. Seems like it will be the British, French and Russian Empires against the German and Austro-Hungarian Empires. I 

need you on this immediately!” 

He says that this assignment could occupy you for the next year or so. Everyone assumes the coming war will be over 

soon, with a quick victory. The Australian government immediately agrees to enter the war, and supply soldiers and 

equipment to Great Britain. Mr Callister sends you down to the recruitment offices to write a story about why people are 

joining the war effort. Go to 10. 

 

  



8 
Our new warships 
You go to Mr Callister’s office. 

“Big things afoot, youngster. Federation was supposed to bring Australia an amazing defence force and it looks like we’re 

getting it! There’s a big display of warships in Sydney and I want you on it. Go and see Lucinda on your way out.” 

Lucinda Clarkson is Mr Callister’s secretary. She gives you return train tickets to Sydney.  

Upon arrival at Sydney you make your way to the wharf. You chat with a few sailors while taking notes. In the afternoon, 

you get a chance to talk to a commander in the navy. This is what you find out… 

On Saturday 4 October 1913, a fleet of seven brand-new grey-painted warships steamed out of the sea mist and through 

the Heads into Sydney Harbour. 

The Royal Australian Navy’s new ‘fleet unit’ – a battlecruiser, three cruisers and three destroyers – had arrived. 

The ships were a sign both of the new Australian Commonwealth’s maturity as a nation as well as Australia’s uncertainty 

as a ‘white’ dominion in Australasia. 

By far the proudest moment 

The entry of the Royal Australian Navy’s fleet unit into Sydney Harbour was, as naval historian Tom Frame writes, ‘by far 

the proudest moment in Australia’s short national history’. 

While the formation of a modern fleet did indicate the Commonwealth of Australia’s confidence in taking charge of its 

own defence, it also suggested more ambiguous currents in Australia’s conception of itself. 

The ships were proudly named ‘His Majesty’s Australian Ship’ (HMAS) – a mark of the dual loyalty characteristic of the 

period. While the fleet unit was paid for and, in peacetime, administered by the Australian government, it was 

understood to come under British Admiralty control in the event of war, which followed less than a year later. 

The creation of a national naval force was also a sign of the uncertainty that characterised a small ‘British’ nation that felt 

isolated and distant from the imperial homeland. 

Your errand 

Your boss Mr Callister wants to focus on the fantastic images that accompany this story.  

“Describe the source to me, so it’s like I was really there, kid.” 

Mr Callister sends a more experienced journalist, Emma Pratt, to help show you the difference between describing 

general and detailed features.  

Emma says, “When analysing sources, it is really important to fully examine the source itself, looking at all aspects of it 

before you start saying what you think it means.” She is insistent on this point. 

“You have to look at it very closely first, rather than jumping to conclusions about what it means, otherwise you will miss 

important things in the source, or your judgement will be clouded by what you decide you think the source means 

beforehand. Don’t judge the source before you inspect it thoroughly first!”, she continues. 

The difference between general and detailed features can be summarised in this table: 

General features Detailed or specific features 

What is in the source overall What is in the source overall as well as minor details 



The most important things in the source Everything in the source, whether or not you think it is 
‘important’ 

Using ‘vague’ words like big, small, very, good… Using ‘specific’ words like three times bigger than, small in 
comparison to…, extremely, beneficial, useful for… 

 

Listing detailed features will usually involve more writing than just listing general features. So, if you write more, you are 

more likely to write about detailed features, not just overall features. She shows you this example source: 

 
A 1913 photograph. Courtesy: Sea Power Centre – Australia. 

This is what she would consider ‘listing general features’: 

“This picture shows a man sitting on a giant canon. The man is a sailor. The gun is big.” 

This is what she says is ‘describing detailed or specific features’: 

“This is a black and white photo. The photo is dominated by a large cannon. It has a very wide barrel, suggesting that very 

large projectiles can be shot out of it. Sitting on top of the cannon barrel is a young man. He is wearing what looks like a 

sailor’s uniform. He has a white hat with a dark rim with writing on it. He also has on a typical sailor’s jacket. He is folding 

his arms and smiling. Behind him you can see in the background what looks like a very large battleship. The photo appears 

to be from a newspaper, as there is a caption at the bottom of it. The caption says, “An Australian Son of the Sea”. That 

probably refers to the sailor in the picture.” 

Now your job is to describe detailed / specific features of this source: 



 

Cover of pamphlet published for the occasion. Josef Lebovic 1913 Collection, National Museum of Austral ia.  

✓ Write your source analysis describing specific features in your exercise book. It should be at least ten lines long. 

The next day, you take the train back from Sydney, admiring the rugged farm scenery on the long journey. On your 

return, you submit your report to Mr Callister. He summons you to his office.  

“Great work again, but we have no time to discuss this much further. War is imminent! The great war between the 

European empires is finally here, and everyone is excited! It looks like our mother country, Great Britain, needs her 

empire. Seems like it will be the British, French and Russian Empires against the German and Austro-Hungarian Empires. I 

need you on this immediately!” 

He says that this assignment could occupy you for the next year or so. Everyone assumes the coming war will be over 

soon, with a quick victory. The Australian government immediately agrees to enter the war, and supply soldiers and 

equipment to Great Britain. Mr Callister sends you down to the recruitment offices to write a story about why people are 

joining the war effort. Go to 10. 

 

  



9 
Taking children away 
You go to Mr Callister’s office.  

“I can’t say I approve of the way the governments of these Australian states deal with their native people, junior,” he 

says, “this next assignment isn’t pretty, but it definitely needs to be reported on. See Lucinda on your way out.” 

Lucinda Clarkson is Mr Callister’s secretary. She gives you return train tickets to Sydney.  

Upon arrival at Sydney you make your way to the parliament building. You speak to a few reporters from other 

newspapers while taking notes. In the afternoon, you get a chance to talk to a senior politician in charge of passing this 

new law. This is what you find out… 

The 1915 amendments to the Aborigines Protection Act 1909 gave the New South Wales (NSW) Aborigines Protection 

Board the power to remove any Indigenous child at any time and for any reason. 

It led to thousands of Indigenous children being taken from their parents because of race alone. 

This government-sanctioned practice was widespread across Australia, and created tens of thousands of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander members of what are now known as the Stolen Generations. 

Disastrous impact 

The Act had a disastrous impact on Aboriginal families and culture. The 1997 Bringing Them Home Report found that 

children removed from their families were disadvantaged in the following ways: 

• they were more likely to come to the attention of the police as they grew into adolescence 

• they were more likely to suffer low self-esteem, depression and other mental illnesses 

• they were more vulnerable to physical, emotional and sexual abuse while in ‘care’ 

• they had been almost always taught to reject their Aboriginality and Aboriginal culture 

• they were unable to retain links with their land 

• they could not take a role in the cultural and spiritual life of their former communities 

• they were unlikely to be able to establish their right to native title 

Because of poor record-keeping, no one knows the number of children forcibly removed under the Act. One researcher 

has suggested a figure of up to 50,000 people. 

Your job 

Your boss Mr Callister wants to focus on the fantastic images that accompany this story.  

“Describe the source to me, so it’s like I was really there, kid.” 

Mr Callister sends a more experienced journalist, Emma Pratt, to help show you the difference between describing 

general and detailed features.  

Emma says, “When analysing sources, it is really important to fully examine the source itself, looking at all aspects of it 

before you start saying what you think it means.” She is insistent on this point. 

“You have to look at it very closely first, rather than jumping to conclusions about what it means, otherwise you will miss 

important things in the source, or your judgement will be clouded by what you decide you think the source means 

beforehand. Don’t judge the source before you inspect it thoroughly first!”, she continues. 

The difference between general and detailed features can be summarised in this table: 



General features Detailed or specific features 

What is in the source overall What is in the source overall as well as minor details 

The most important things in the source Everything in the source, whether or not you think it is 
‘important’ 

Using ‘vague’ words like big, small, very, good… Using ‘specific’ words like three times bigger than, small in 
comparison to…, extremely, beneficial, useful for… 

 

Listing detailed features will usually involve more writing than just listing general features. So, if you write more, you are 

more likely to write about detailed features, not just overall features. She shows you this example source: 

 
Austral ian Aborigines Slaughtered by Convicts, by Phiz ,  The Book of Remarkable Trials, 1840;  Chronicles of Crime V. I I,  

1841.  

This is what she would consider ‘listing general features’: 

“In this picture, you can see some white people on horses and some black people. The whites have weapons. The black 

people are tied up or on the ground.” 

This is what she says is ‘describing detailed or specific features’: 

“This source is a black and white drawing. It in you can see many people. There are four white people riding on horses. 

They all have weapons – two have swords, one has a gun and one has what looks like a large stick. They have different 

expressions on their faces – some are smiling and some have nasty looks on their face, like they are enjoying being cruel. 

They are wearing what look like uniforms. There are about 10 dark-skinned people in the picture. They have very little 

clothing, just a cloth around their waist for most of them. Their facial expressions are negative; they look like they are in 

pain or suffering. They look like they are staggering and one person is having to be dragged along. One person is carrying 

a baby.” 

Now your job is to describe detailed / specific features of this source: 



 

Stolen Generations members Ceci l  Bowden, Manuel Ebsworth and Michael Welsh, accompanied by Jason Pitt and Pastor Ray 

Minniecon, in front of the gate from Kinchela Boys Home, at the National Museum of Austral ia, 7 June 2013. Photo by 

George Serras.  

✓ Write your source analysis describing specific features in your exercise book. It should be at least ten lines long. 

The next day, you take the train back from Sydney, admiring the rugged farm scenery on the long journey. On your 

return, you submit your report to Mr Callister. He summons you to his office.  

“Great work again, but we have no time to discuss this much further. War is imminent! The great war between the 

European empires is finally here, and everyone is excited! It looks like our mother country, Great Britain, needs her 

empire. Seems like it will be the British, French and Russian Empires against the German and Austro-Hungarian Empires. I 

need you on this immediately!” 

He says that this assignment could occupy you for the next year or so. Everyone assumes the coming war will be over 

soon, with a quick victory. The Australian government immediately agrees to enter the war, and supply soldiers and 

equipment to Great Britain. Mr Callister sends you down to the recruitment offices to write a story about why people are 

joining the war effort. Go to 10. 

 

  



10 
War begins. So, who’s going? 
The city of Melbourne is in an uproar. On 4 August 1914, Britain declares war on Germany. Australia’s Prime Minister is 

Andrew Fisher of the Labor party. He says we Australians will back Britain “to the last man and the last shilling”. Men are 

rushing to sign up to fight in the war, which everyone thinks will be an easy win for us in the British Empire.  

You want to find out why people are so eager to sign up, when they might die.  

You first interview a recruiting officer at one of the recruitment stations that have been set up, Captain Henry Brookes. 

“Well, any fair dinkum Aussie would and should sign up. Mate, put down your pen and sign up yourself!” 

You take some notes during your conversation with him. 

 

Volunteers queuing to enlist outside Victoria Barracks. A03406  

https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/exhibitions/anzac-voices/recruitment 

Reasons for enlisting 

• Australia is part of the British Empire 

• the war will be over in six weeks, the British will win easily 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C42366
https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/exhibitions/anzac-voices/recruitment


• they only said they needed 20,000 men. By the end of 1914 they’ve had 50,000 volunteers already 

You find a young 19-year-old man, Joseph Leighton (or is he still a boy?) who is eager to tell you why he is enlisting: 

Joseph’s reasons for enlisting 

• I’m proud of my king and country 

• we’re superior to those other races (like the Germans), so we’ll beat them easily 

• I hate Germans 

• I’ve got a British background. Actually, mate, about 90% of us do! 

• war looks easy, surely it isn’t going to last long or be harsh? 

You find another man, 35-year-old unemployed Ethan Broadhurst, who tells you, after some questioning, his reasons for 

enlisting: 

Ethan’s reasons for enlisting 

• it’s my duty 

• there’s nothing for me here anyhow, there’s no work for people like me 

• I’ve never been outside Victoria, this is a chance to see the world and get paid for it! 

• everyone will think I’m a hero when I come back  

Your chore 

Your editor wants you to understand the different perspectives that drive people to want to join the war.  

 Captain Henry Brookes 19-year-old Joseph 
Leighton 

35-year-old Ethan 
Broadhurst 

What is their biggest 
concern? 

   

One reason they think other 
people should enlist 

   

What is driving them to 
enlist? 

NA   

What might they be wrong 
about? 

   

 

✓ copy and complete the table 

You submit your work to Mr Callister. He summons you to his office immediately. 

“Junior, we’ve got a serious war on our hands! They thought it would be over by Christmas but ain’t no way that’s 

happening anymore.”  

“I need you on this conflict full time now youngster. I’ve got a couple of options for your next assignment”. 

• “There’s been a big attack on some place called “Gallipoli” in Turkey. If you want to do a story on that, go to the 

telegraph office and get in touch with my contact in London, Blake Ross, by telegraph. He should be able to give 

you enough information to write a story.” Go to 11 

• “The Age is a thinking person’s newspaper. People are gonna want to know why we’re in this awful war. Go and 

speak to my senior reporter, Emma Pratt, downstairs. She’s been researching this for a while. She should be able 

to give you details for an article.” Go to 27 

  



11 
Trial by fire: Gallipoli 
You head down to the telegraph office. You have the details for Blake Ross, Mr Callister’s London contact. You send him a 

message: 

“What is happening in the war? What is the attack on Gallipoli about?” 

This is what you find out… 

On 25 April 1915, Australian soldiers landed on the Gallipoli Peninsula, in Turkey. 

For the vast majority of the 16,000 Australians and New Zealanders who landed on that first day, this was their first 

experience of combat. By that evening, 2000 of them had been killed or wounded. 

The Gallipoli campaign was a military failure. However, the traits that were shown there – bravery, ingenuity, endurance 

and mateship – have become enshrined as defining aspects of the Australian character. 

The landing 

On 25 April 1915 (ANZAC Day), 16,000 Australian and New Zealand troops landed at what became known as Anzac Cove 

as part of a campaign to capture the Gallipoli Peninsula. 

The British had been trying to force their way through the narrow straits, known as the Dardanelles, to capture 

Constantinople, and so relieve pressure on their Russian allies who were engaged with Ottoman forces in the Caucasus. 

Minefields and on-shore artillery batteries thwarted the early naval attempts to seize the strait, and it was decided that 

troops would have to be landed on the peninsula to overcome Turkish defences. 

British and French forces landed at Cape Helles on the southern tip of the peninsula. Meanwhile, the Australian and New 

Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC), which included the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Australian Brigades along with the 1st New 

Zealand Brigade, as well as artillery units from the British Indian Army, landed on the west coast in a series of waves. 

However, in the early morning darkness, it is possible that they were beached one kilometre or so north of their planned 

objective, in an area of steep, rugged terrain. 

Once on the beach, many units became separated from one another as they began moving up the tangle of complex 

spurs and ravines in the darkness. Turkish resistance remained strong, and the Anzacs were subjected to devastating 

artillery bombardments. 

By mid-morning Turkish reinforcements had arrived under Mustapha Kemal (later known as Kemal Ataturk, president of 

Turkey). Kemal’s orders to his men are said to have been: ‘I don’t order you to fight, I order you to die. In the time it takes 

us to die, other troops and commanders can come and take our places’. 

The Anzac position became progressively more precarious as the Anzacs failed to secure their high-ground objectives. The 

Turks mounted a fierce counter-attack, regaining much of the ground the Anzacs had taken. 

That evening, Major-General William Bridges, commander of the 1st Australian Division, and Lieutenant-General Sir 

William Birdwood, commander of ANZAC, both advised General Sir Ian Hamilton, Commander-in-Chief of the 

Mediterranean Expeditionary Force, that the Allied force should be withdrawn from the peninsula. 

After consultation with the Royal Navy, Hamilton decided against an evacuation, and ordered the troops to dig in. Falling 

back on improvised and shallow entrenchments, the Anzacs held on for a crucial first night. 

By that first evening 16,000 men had been landed but more than 2,000 had been killed or wounded. 



Stalemate 

For the next eight months, the Australians advanced no further than the positions they had taken on the first day. The 

British and French forces who were farther south were also unable to break out of their positions. 

By November, with more Turkish reinforcements and German equipment in place, it was obvious the stalemate would 

continue. Lord Kitchener, the British chief of staff, visited the peninsula and recommended to the British Cabinet that a 

general evacuation take place. 

In late December, the Anzacs were successfully evacuated with barely any casualties, and by 20 January 1916 all Allied 

troops had withdrawn from the peninsula. 

The ANZACs that survived the Gallipoli campaign were sent to Egypt. There they were joined by other volunteers from 

Australia. These soldiers were sent to the Western Front in 1916. Some soldiers stayed in Egypt and fought against the 

Turks in desert battles. 

Your duty 

The story is hard to listen to. So much bloodshed! The Age wants you to not only tell the story but give an analysis of 

some of the photos coming out of the war. You get in touch with the senior journalist Emma Pratt again, and she explains 

to you what it means to “identify patterns or themes in a source”. 

“Identifying themes in a source means looking beyond just what you see in the source, to the overall meanings you can 

find in the source. If you have ever studied a book, you may have been asked to find themes in it. Themes are things like: 

conflict, sorrow, happiness, justice, friendship”, says Emma. 

“Finding patterns in a source doesn’t mean finding patterns like diagonal lines or polka dots! It means seeing connections 

between different elements in a source, and seeing what these might mean”, she says, handing you a photo:  

 

Anzac Beach, Gal l ipol i ,  1915. The beach packed with Austral ian soldiers and supplies with more arriving in smal l  boats. 

Austral ian War Memorial , H03574.  



“Look at this photo. I can see patterns in it – the men on the beach are often looking out at the boats, and the men on the 

boats are looking at the men on the shore. What might this mean? Perhaps it shows the tension of the moment – the 

men on the shore are scared and looking out at sea because that is their only way of escaping. For those on the boats, it 

might show their fear for those on shore, as they are in the firing line”, she says. 

She takes back the photo, looks at it for a moment, and then says, “As for themes, in this photo I see confinement. There 

is a lot of gear and lots of soldiers packed into a small space. Things are piled high as there isn’t much room to move.” 

“So, if you wrote down those two things, you would be identifying patterns and themes in a source.” 

She hands you another photo, “Your turn.” 

 

A trench at Lone Pine after the battle, showing Austral ian and Tu rkish dead on the parapet,  August 1915, by Phi l l ip Schuler. 

Standing (right)  is Major (later Lieutenant -General  Sir)  Lesl ie Morshead. Austral ian War Memorial , PS1515.  

✓ Write your source analysis, identifying patterns or themes in the source. Your analysis should be at least 8 lines 

long. 

You submit your report to head office. The next day you receive a message from Emma Pratt from The Age. She wants 

you to come to her office. She has been doing some research about the causes of the war and Mr Callister wants you to 

write a report about it. Go to 12. 



12 
How did we get into this mess? 
You make your way down to The Age’s basement, to room 105. Emma Pratt has set up an informal research station there. 

The room is full of paper in huge piles, and filing cabinets bursting at the seams. 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/index.php/articles/blog/highl ight -official -records-first-world-war-awm4-austral ian-imperial-

force-unit-war   

You ask Emma what her research about the cause of the war has taught her. 

“I think future historians are going to use the acronym M.A.I.N. to remember what the causes of this war are. The “MAIN” 

causes, ha! It would be funny if the war wasn’t so depressing.” 

“The ‘M’ stands for militarism. Militarism is the belief that a country should have a strong military and be ready to use it in 

aggression or defence, for their national interest. The last 100 years, the 1800s, were a time of huge military competition, 

especially between the European powers like Germany, France, Russia and Great Britain.  This has often been referred to 

as an ‘arms race’.” 

“These cultures thought that war was actually good for nations. Can you believe that? Well, a lot of us Australians think 

that as well at the moment. Must be the times.” 

“Germany has been trying to expand its navy by building more and bigger boats– but the British Navy has such a massive 

head start, the Germans might get close, but they’ll never have as big a navy as Britain” Emma says, as she flips through 

stacks of her research. 

She goes on, “I think that these nations thought that war was glorious and quick, so they were naïve, and aggressively 

built up their armies. Surely they didn’t realise the scale of death they would unleash if they used all these massive armies 

in a general war.” 

She pauses, has a sip of her tea, “The second main reason is the ‘A’, which stands for alliances. From 1870 to 1914 a 

tangled web of alliances resulted in Europe being split into two groups. 

“On one side is the Triple Alliance, signed in 1882 between Germany, Austria-Hungary (a big empire centred on those two 

nations) and Italy.” 

“On the other side, ‘our side’, is the Triple Entente (entente means friendly understanding in French), signed in 1907 

between France, Britain and Russia.” 



“So, if any of these powers go to war, the rest will get sucked in because they agreed to back each other up. But there are 

also a lot of hatreds between the groups. The French and Germans just had a war in 1870-1871. The Russians and the 

Austro-Hungarians don’t trust each other because of their conflicting interests in the Balkans (an area in southeast 

Europe).” 

Miss Pratt goes to her filing cabinet and gets another pile of documents out. 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/research/guide/ww1 -steps 

“The ‘I’ stands for imperialism. Imperialism is a policy of extending a country's power and influence through colonisation 

or use of military force, and things like that. The European empires (the ones in the alliances) could come into conflict 

more easily because they have interests all over the world. Imperialism as an idea makes empires want to expand, which 

makes war more likely. Also, Germany was powerful in Europe but didn’t really have much of an overseas empire. It has 

been trying to build one up recently.” 

She scratches her head, as if trying to remember something. “Oh yeah, and the ‘N’ stands for nationalism. Nationalism 

can mean an extreme form of patriotism marked by a feeling of superiority over other countries, or wanting political 

independence. The Austro-Hungarian Empire rules over 11 nationalities, and many of those peoples want to rule 

themselves. This promotes conflict. Nationalism by nation groups and the imperialism of the empires caused tension. The 

nationalists wanted independence while the empires wanted to rule over lots of different peoples.” 

“So that is ‘M.A.I.N.’ – the four main causes of this war: militarism, alliances, imperialism and nationalism.” 

You ask how four vague concepts can cause a war. Wasn’t there an event that sparked the war? 

“Yes, of course, you show good journalist instincts. It was the assassination of the heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary. 

Serbia is one of the nationalist groups under the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Many Serbians wanted to rule themselves. A 

terrorist organisation called the “Black Hand” sent people to kill the Archduke Franz Ferdinand. One of them, Gavrilo 

Princip, just a boy of 19, shot Ferdinand on 28 June 1914. This led to what they are calling the ‘July Crisis’. Austria-

Hungary made some very strict demands on Serbia, threatening war if they didn’t comply. Russia backed up Serbia. 

Germany backed up Austria-Hungary. Pretty soon, the armies were rumbling into action.” 

She finishes her tea. “I mean, from what I’ve researched, there are other factors. You could blame any or all of the big 

countries really. Although we here in Australia blame Germany. But Russia was the first country to mobilise their army. 

The Schlieffen Plan, the German plan to invade France through Belgium to avoid a series of forts on their border, can be 

blamed for bringing Britain into the war. Britain had said it would attack anyone who attacked Belgium.” 

She looks out the window, thoughtfully, “If you ask me, this crazy idea that war is good for nations is to blame. And the 

idea that attack is the best way to win a war… well maybe when it was fought with horses and swords but now with guns 

and tanks… well… I think we’ll see a big death toll from this conflict. The idea that war is glorious? I wonder if leaders will 

still believe that after this is all over”. 

It is a lot to take in.  



Your mission 

You’ve got enough to file your report on the causes of the war. Emma asks for your help. 

“I’ve helped out with your story. I wondered if you could help with my research? With everything you’ve learned here, 

could you come up with an open historical question to help further my research?” 

She explains the difference between an open and a closed question.  

• closed questions can be answered by "yes" or "no,", or some other simple one word or simple answer. They 

usually have a single, short answer. 

o often are: who, what, where, when questions 

• open-ended questions need thought to answer and are usually answered with a long, detailed or interesting 

answer. They might require evaluating something, justifying something, or contain one or more perspectives. 

o often are: why or how questions 

“So, imagine I was asking questions about Australian history. Here are some questions of each type: 

• closed questions: 

o What food did indigenous Australians eat? 

o Where did the Myall Creek Massacre occur? 

o Who was the first PM of Australia? 

o When did Australia become a country? 

• open questions: 

o How did indigenous Australians live before 1788? 

o How should settlers have responded to indigenous attacks on livestock? 

o Why were indigenous Australians and colonists in conflict? 

o Why did Europeans come to Australia? 

 

✓ List five open-ended questions that a historian would ask about the causes of the war. 

You thank Emma deeply for her assistance, and submit your report and questions.  

Mr Callister’s secretary Lucinda Clarkson calls you immediately into the office. “There’s a big job for you here. Mr Callister 

wants to send you to Europe, but he needs to be sure you know enough to be ready for it…” Go to 13. 

  



13 
Dispatches from the front #1 
You rush to Mr Callister’s office.  

“Big news. The war is continuing, and we need more people up there in Europe to report on it,” says Mr Callister. 

He puts his hand on your shoulder, “You’re becoming a skilled journalist, youngster. I want you in Europe. There’s a boat 

leaving in a week. Will you do it?” 

You’ve been waiting for a big break like this for years. You agree to take the spot on the boat and become a real war 

correspondent. 

“There’s just one thing first, kid. You gotta prove to the big boss, the editor-in-chief, Gottlieb Schuler, that you know your 

stuff. I’ve put in the good word for you, but he’s the one who will be paying your way in Europe. Go and see him, answer 

his questions, and you’re good to go!” 

Lucinda gives you an appointment time to meet with Mr Schuler. At 7am the next morning you are in the waiting room of 

the editor-in-chief for The Age! At 7.01am the door to his office opens and a middle-aged man with an expensive suit on 

comes out. 

“Come in,” he says. 

Inside his office, Mr Schuler asks you a few questions.  

✓ Answer the questions in your exercise book. Write the question and your answer, in full. 

 

1. How many Australians had volunteered for the war by the end of 1914? 

a. 20,000 

b. 30,000 

c. 50,000 

d. 200,000 

2. Which of these was a reason people wanted to enlist? 

a. hatred of Germans 

b. hatred of Japanese 

c. hatred of Russians 

d. hatred of Italians 

3. How many Australians had British heritage in 1914? 

a. 50% 

b. 66% 

c. 90% 

d. 100% 

4. Which of these was a reason people wanted to enlist? 

a. employment 

b. education 

c. health 

d. law 

5. Where is the Gallipoli Peninsula? 

a. Turkey 

b. Russia 

c. Germany 

d. the Balkans 

6. When did Australians land at Gallipoli? 



a. 25 April 1915 

b. 11 November 1914 

c. 5 March 1915 

d. 27 December 1914 

7. Why did Australians invade Gallipoli? 

a. to capture Constantinople, relieving pressure on Russia 

b. to convince the Turks to side with the British 

c. to battle harden their soldiers 

d. to obtain better military technology 

8. Who was Kemal Ataturk? 

a. Leader of Turkey in 1914 

b. a commander of Turkish soldiers in 1914 

c. a heroic soldier who died defending Turkey 

d. a religious leader who united Turkey after the war 

9. Why was the invasion unsuccessful? 

a. the Turks had the higher ground 

b. the Anzacs were cowardly 

c. the Turks had high tech weapons 

d. the British gave the Anzacs no ships for the landing 

10. How long was the Gallipoli Campaign? 

a. 10 months  

b. 1 year 

c. 6 months 

d. 9 months 

11. Who signed the Triple Entente? 

a. France, Britain, Russia 

b. Germany, Italy, Austria-Hungary 

c. Italy, Spain, Portugal 

d. Belgium, France, Britain 

12. What is imperialism? 

a. being an empire 

b. extending a country’s power by colonising or using military force against others 

c. an extreme form of patriotism marked by a feeling of superiority 

d. the belief that a country should have a strong military 

13. What were the M.A.I.N. causes of the war? 

a. militarism, alliances, imperialism, nationalism 

b. money, attacking military, individualism, national interests 

c. materialism, absolute power, idealism, northern Europe 

d. mutualism, anarchy, indifference, nihilism 

14. Whose death sparked the start of the war? 

a. the Emperor of Austria-Hungary 

b. the Archduke of Austria-Hungary 

c. the President of Serbia 

d. the ambassador to Russia 

15. After his assassination, which country was blamed for it? 

a. Serbia 

b. the Balkans 

c. Russian 

d. Germany 

16. Why does Emma Pratt think the war started? 

a. countries mistakenly believed war was good for nations 

b. they had to use up all that weaponry they’d bought 

c. because all leaders are stupid 

d. to keep working people without power 



 

✓ Show your answers to your boss (your teacher). Once you get 100% correct… continue. 

 

Mr Schuler, a man of few words, says “Okay, get over there.” 

You go and see Lucinda who gives you a ticket on the SS Zealandia.  

 
Zealandia  off  Port Davey, Tasmania in 1933  (Photograph by Henry Al lport)  

You farewell your friends at The Age. Lucinda, Emma and Mr Callister all come down to see you off.  

The months-long journey is fascinating. You meet many people on the boat. You decide to use your time wisely and write 

a story about what you find out. 

• If you want to write a story about where Australians are fighting in the war, go to 14. 

• If you want to write a story about what the conditions are like for the soldiers, go to 29. 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:SSZealandia.jpg


14 
The places we laid down our lives… 
You make friends with Jacob Smith, an elderly newspaper reporter, who is from Britain. He was in Melbourne for just a 

week at his sister’s wedding. He has been following the war closely. 

“Old chap, it’s a nasty business, general war. Can’t say the world has ever seen anything like it.” 

You mention that you want to write a story about where Australians are fighting in the war. 

“Easy, I’ve got a knack for remembering stuff like that, and I’ve been following where you Aussies have been stationed, 

what with my sister marrying one of you!” 

“You see, I guess you could put it simply and say there were five main ways Australians were involved directly in the war: 

1. Gallipoli: Yes, that well-known failed attempt to knock Turkey out of the war, from April 1915 to December 1915. 

2. The Middle East: you fought with your New Zealand comrades and the British in Western Egypt. Local Muslims 

supported by Germans and Turks were the enemy on that one. That all ended in March 1917. You also fought 

against the Turks in Palestine 1916-1918. It was often fought on horseback. Really hot there, extreme conditions. 

3. At sea: The Royal Australian Navy was under command of us Brits (the Royal Navy). Only had one important win – 

you sunk the German “Emden” boat in the middle of nowhere, west of Indonesia to be precise. That was right at 

the start of the war in November 1914. 

4. In the air: Let’s not forget about 3,000 Aussie airmen who served in the Middle East and France, that was with the 

Australian Flying Corps.” 

5. In Europe: you fought mainly along the Western Front (which is a large battleline running from the French-

German border up through Belgium to the English Channel). That’s by far where most of the action (and death, 

sorry old chap) happened for Australian troops. 

 



(Photo: Frank Hurley). Ottoman Empire:  Palestine, 31 December 1917  

He pauses for breath, taking a big swig of his coffee. 

“In all, the numbers tell a tale: 324,000 enlisted and served overseas. 61,720 died. 155,000 were wounded. 4,044 were 

prisoners of war (397 of them died while being held captive).” 

You ask him if he could give you a more personal answer, rather than just rattling off facts. 

“Of course, old chap! Or should I say, young chap!” 

He looks out to sea, deep in thought. 

“The Aussies were first sent to Gallipoli, bloody awful campaign. Right stuff up. After retreating, they were sent to Egypt, 

where the AIF (the Australian Infantry Force) increased in number. By early 1916 they were sent to France, where you 

fought in some of the big battles on the Western Front. That’s where Australians saw their main action, and the most 

casualties. I know you Aussies go on about Gallipoli a lot but really, it was a sideshow. The light horse units stayed behind 

in the Middle East, until the end of the war, carrying out the odd operation against Turks in that area. That’s pretty much 

it.” 

He pauses, then adds, “Ground soldiers were your main contribution to this war, but a few airmen saw action on the 

Western Front, and a few of your navy boys carried out operations all over the show, Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Indian 

Ocean, North Sea… A bit here and there.” 

 

(Photo: Frank Hurley). 1 s t  Austral ian Division, Belgium, 5 October 1917  

You thank him for his time. 

“Just promise me you’ll look me up next time you’re in Australia”, you say. 

“Probably have to move there after all this nastiness is over old chap. Europe’s going to be in a right mess after all this 

ends!” 



Your assignment 

You write up what you’ve learned as an article. You have thought of how you can help your friend Emma Pratt back in 

Melbourne. She wants to produce a large research book on the war. She asked for your help on your trip to Europe 

before you got on the boat. After everything she’s done for you, you want to help.  

This research task is about questioning. You want to develop the skill of recognising questions that help answer an overall 

question. Emma left you a note explaining the process: 

Now your turn. Here is the overall question:  

Where did Australians fight in World War One? 

Which three of these questions would help answer this overall question? 

• When did the war start? 

• Where would soldiers go after they have fought in the war? 

• Where did British people fight in World War One? 

• The AIF fought in which locations? 

• Where did the navy serve? 

• Where did Australian soldiers have fights with each other when they were angry? 

• Why did Australians enlist? 

• What places did Australian people travel to 1910-1920? 

• How did Australians fight in World War One? 

• What wars have Australians fought in? 

• What are the places where Australian airmen served? 

 

✓ Write the overall question and the three sub-questions that help answer the overall question 

You write all this into your notebook.  

On the final evening of the sea voyage, you fall into conversation with a shaken looking middle-aged man. He is a veteran 

of some of the worst battles of the war. You had been wanting to talk to him for the whole journey. You know he will 

have invaluable experience about what it is like for soldiers at the front. Go to 15. 

  

Questioning is an important skill. It is only when you ask an interesting question that you start finding out interesting 

things. Sometimes questions are too big to answer in one go though. “What colour is the AIF uniform?” Easy 

question – that can be answered without having to ask other questions. But a question like “How did Australia raise 

the money to pay for its war effort?” That is another matter. It is an open question and we would need to ask other 

questions to answer that overall question.  

For example, if this was the overall question:  

How did World War One start? 

Here are three questions that would help answer that question: 

1. Who were the main participants in the war? 

2. What actions immediately preceded countries declaring war? 

3. What grievances did the main European powers have against each other in 1910? 

 



15 
What war feels like 
The soldier’s name is Benjamin James. He is suffering a condition known as “shell-shock”, a psychological disturbance 

caused by prolonged exposure to active warfare, especially after being under bombardment. 

He takes a big drag on his cigarette. 

“War is hell. And trench warfare is hell on stilts. I’m talking about 500 kilometres of front between opposing armies. This 

massive long line runs all the way from the English Channel, across Belgium, through north-eastern France to the Swiss 

border. After the war between France and Germany, the Franco-Prussian War 1870-1871, the French were paranoid that 

the Germans would invade straight over the border they share. So they built the “Maginot Line” – a huge line of forts – 

along the border. The Germans just went around it, duh! That idea was the “Schlieffen Plan”. That’s why the Western 

Front runs from so far north.” 

He pauses, thinks for a while, and continues, “Millions of troops on the Western Front. Total stalemate – I mean you 

couldn’t move. Thousands of men died to gain a measly few hundred metres of territory. Probably lose it again the next 

week. Look, at the start of this war, military leaders thought attack was the best strategy, but with machine guns and 

tanks, well, defence is really powerful now. Trenches were for defence – stop the enemy getting any closer.” 

 

Men of the 53rd Battal ion in a trench in their front  l ine a few minutes before the launching of the attack at  Fromelles.   

He stands up. “Walk with me…” 



You get up and climb up to the top deck of the boat. You can just make out the coastline of Europe to your east. You will 

be in England in about a day. 

“The trenches on either side could be just 50 metres apart, other places more like a kilometre. Sometimes you could hear 

the enemy talking. The sound of artillery fire was never-ending some days. That’s what has shot my nerves.” 

 

Captured German tr enches near the windmil l  at Pozières, the most elevated point  in the area, and the scene of bitter 

fighting and heavy bombardment. The more the trenches were shel led, the shal lower and wider they became, offering less  

protection.  

Tears well up in his eyes. 

“Those trenches were inhuman. The smell of dead bodies was everywhere. The smell of death. Winters are long, cold and 

wet. Trenches constantly waterlogged and muddy. If you don’t watch yourself you’ll get trench foot – your foot’s wet for 

so long, it starts to rot and deform, and drop off. Not enough fresh water, not enough food. And the food there was? 

Yuck. We survived on bully beef (think smelly cat food), bread and biscuits. If you did get a chance to go for a walk you 

were carrying 30kg of equipment. Barbed wire everywhere. I was lucky I was never gassed but we all had gas masks. Both 

sides started using mustard gas to poison soldiers on the other side. Horrific.” 

His head is in his hands now. 

“Mud. More mud. Cold. rain. Death all around. Rats as big as cats.” 

He goes silent. He will speak no more today. 

You console him and thank him for his time. 

Your chore 

You’ve got more than enough to write a story about the conditions of trench warfare. You also want to educate your 

reader. You know there are a lot of new words used in what you have been writing. Rather than have a glossary, you want 

to find a way to explain these new keywords in the text you are writing. 

You and the other journalists on the boat and you have been sharing around what you’ve been writing. Another 

journalist, a Frenchman named Bertrand Clair, has done a great job of explaining keywords in the text. Here’s what he 

wrote, with the words he defined in bold: 



 

 

You want to write something about the conditions of the war, while explaining these keywords in the text, like Bertrand 

did:  

(if you don’t know what all of these words mean, you might need to use a dictionary) 

• trench 

• Maginot Line 

• Western Front 

• stalemate 

• artillery 

• mustard gas 

 

✓ Write a paragraph of between 5 to 7 sentences about the conditions, explaining the keywords as you go. 

You finish up your writing. It has been an emotional day. The next evening you arrive at Southampton, a port city in 

southern England. You board a train for London, arriving early the next morning.  

Go to 16. 

  

The causes of the war are many. Firstly, there are the entangling alliances that the major powers had with each 

other. Alliances are agreements between countries to support each other in times of trouble. Then there are 

three “isms” that help explain why the world went headlong into a destructive war. The powers of Europe, 

especially Germany and Britain, believed in militarism, judging that having and using a powerful military was 

important to promote their national interest. Many European countries also believed in nationalism, meaning that 

they viewed their own nation as superior to others. There was also the idea of imperialism (the desire to extend 

one’s domination by colonising and attacking other nations), common in the early 1900s, which drove many of the 

Europeans. These four factors together go a long way to explaining the outbreak of war. 



16 
The world at war 
You go to the offices of The Times where you meet Blake Ross. He explains that you have a lot of catching up to do to 

understand everything that is going on in the war. He gets you to go University College, London, to meet with some 

history professors he knows.  

You hop on the London Underground and get off at Euston Square, the closest station. You walk up the steps of the 

imposing history building. You have meetings with two Professors, one who specialises in facts and timelines, and one 

who specialises in telling historical narrative. 

 

Troops of 53rd Battalion wait to don equipment for the attack at Fromelles, 19 July 1916. Only three of these men 

survived.  C612 

https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/atwar/first-world-war 

Professor Offield – specialising in facts and timelines 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C612
https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/atwar/first-world-war


You have a long and intense interview with Professor Offield, this is what you learn… 

Date & event Discussion 

1914 CE 28 June 
Franz Ferdinand 
assassinated 

Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria and his wife were killed by Serbian nationalist Gavrilo 
Princip. Ferdinand was heir to the Austria-Hungarian throne. This act led to Austria-Hungary 
declaring war on Serbia. The entangling alliance system in Europe, militarism, imperialism and 
nationalism led to an all-out war, the Great War. 

1914 CE 28 July 
Outbreak of WWI 

World War One was a global war that began in Europe. After an Austrian royal was murdered, 
the two main alliance systems, the Triple Alliance and the Triple Entente, saw a quick escalation 
in hostilities between the Central Powers (Germany and Austria-Hungary mainly) and the Allied 
Powers (France, UK, Russia and others). 

1914 CE September 
First Battle of the 
Marne 

The First Battle of the Marne was a victory for the Allies in Northeast France. It led to a stalemate 
on the Western Front and four years of trench warfare. 

1915 CE April ANZAC 
landing at Gallipoli 

British Empire forces, including those from Australia and NZ, landed at Gallipoli on the Turkish 
coast in an effort to take the Ottoman Empire out of World War One. The landing was part of the 
Gallipoli campaign which was eventually unsuccessful. ANZAC and other British Empire forces 
retreated in January 1916. 

1915 CE May 
Lusitania sunk by 
German U-boat 

The Lusitania was a passenger ship sunk by a German submarine in the North Atlantic Ocean. Its 
sinking turned public opinion against the Germans and was one of the many causes for the US 
entry into the war. 

1915 CE December 
Allied withdrawal 
from Gallipoli 

The British High Command realised that the Gallipoli Campaign was unsuccessful, with over 
150,000 dead. 

1916 CE February-
December Battle of 
Verdun 

The Battle of Verdun was a battle that saw about 300,000 people die. It started when German 
troops attacked the French position. By the end of the battle there was hardly any difference in 
the position of the front line. 

1916 CE March-June 
AIF joins Western 
Front 

In March, the Australian Infantry Force were transferred from Egypt to Europe for service on the 
Western Front.  

1916 CE July-
November Battle of 
the Somme 

The Battle of the Somme was a major battle between the Allies and Germany, with over 
1,000,000 casualties.  

1916 CE October 
First conscription 
referendum in 
Australia 

Australia had a postal plebiscite to decide if conscription (compulsory military service) would 
become law. The referendum failed, as did a second one in 1917. 

1917 CE April USA 
enters war 

After initially trying to stay out of the war, the US finally joined for several reasons including: 
public opinion was against Germany, there had been unrestricted submarine attacks in the 
Atlantic, and Germany wanted to ally with Mexico to help them regain territory. 

1917 CE July-
November Battle of 
Passchendaele 

Also known as the Third Battle of Ypres, the Battle of Passchendaele took place on the Western 
Front during the Great War for control of Ypres in Belgium. There were 400-800,000 casualties.  

1917 CE November 
Bolshevik Revolution 

Also known as the October Revolution, the Bolshevik Revolution was when communist 
Bolsheviks led by Vladimir Lenin and Leon Trotsky took control of Russia.  It was was end of the 
monarchy (called Tsars) ruling Russia. 

1917 CE December 
Russians exit the war 

After the communists took control of Russia they quickly decided to leave the global conflict. 
They signed the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk with the Germans, which saw the Russians lose lots of 
land. 

1918 CE July-August 
Second Battle of the 
Marne 

The Second Battle of the Marne was the last major German offensive on the Western Front. The 
attack failed because of an Allied counterattack by French and American forces. 270,000 people 
died. 

1918 CE 11 
November Armistice 
- end of the war 

The armistice treaty was signed between the Allies and Germany just outside of Paris, it 
represented Germany's total surrender. 

1919 CE Treaty of 
Versailles 

The Treaty of Versailles was the treaty that ended World War One. It imposed harsh penalties on 
Germany and said they were responsible for the war. 



 

That was an intense amount of information. Your next meeting better be a bit less dense with facts! 

Professor Barker – specialising in telling historical narratives 

Your second meeting of the day goes well. This is what you learn… 

After the assassination, and all the major powers had set their armies in motion, Germany had a problem. It didn’t want 

to have an enemy on either side of it – France and Russia. It planned on knocking France, on is west, out of the war 

quickly so that it could concentrate on the huge Russian army to its east. France had built a line of forts along the 

French/German border. Germany simply went around the forts, through Belgium. But there was fierce resistance from 

the Belgians, which slowed down their advance.  

Meanwhile, the Russians made advances against Austria-Hungary in the east, and Germany had to send reinforcements 

to help their allies out.  

The Germans made some slow progress on the Western Front, but the bloody Battle of the Marne quickly put a stop to 

that, and the Germans retreated. The Western Front ended up being basically a stalemate for years. The war then 

became about wearing the opponent down, rather than exciting quick victories. 

The Entente powers started to try and find ways to break the deadlock. They took Germany’s overseas territories off 

them. They added new allies, Italy and Japan. On the other side, the Central Powers got the Ottoman Empire to side with 

them. In reality, none of this made that much difference. 

Soon both sides were using poison gas in the trenches, killing civilians in air raids, and using submarines to destroy civilian 

ships. The huge navy build up between Britain and Germany, one of the reasons for the tensions leading to the war, only 

got used once. A huge naval battle, the Battle of Jutland, saw the enormous ‘dreadnaughts’ (the biggest boats ever built 

up to that time) get damaged, but both sides retreated and there was no real winner.  

There were huge losses of soldiers at the battles of Verdun and the Somme, but still the war rolled on. 

In Russia, there was a revolution. Communists took over and took themselves out of the war. Then the US joined the war. 

Everyone knew this meant that the Germans would eventually lose. Germany tried one last attack, using their final 

resources doing so. It was repelled. Germany was losing on all fronts and so surrendered unconditionally in November 

1918. 

Your errand 

What a full on day! Mr Callister has sent word that he wants you to develop your journalism skills further. Rather than just 

reporting, he wants you to write articles that dig deeper – articles that use historical concepts in them. 

He has kindly telegraphed a list of concepts that you might want to use in your writing: 

Historical thinking concepts: 

• ethical judgment: deciding whether the treatment or behaviour of others is fair. 

• historical perspective: considering the world views of people from the past 

• cause and consequence: looking at what causes historical events. Looking at the effects of historical events.  

• continuity and change: asking what has changed and what has stayed the same over time. 

• evidence and interpretation: looking at sources and using them to understand history 

• historical significance:  thinking about what is important from the past 

Concepts found in history: 

• atheism: not believing in God or other supernatural things 

• cause: something that happens before something else that is the reason that thing happened 

• change: when something is made different over time: the opposite of continuity 

• civilisation: an advanced state of human social organisation, typically including writing, cities, and a government 

• contact: interaction between different societies, civilisations or countries 



• continuity: things which remain relatively unchanged from one time period to another 

• culture: the ideas, customs and social behaviour of a group of people 

• effect: a change which is the result of an action or cause 

• empathy: the ability to understand and share other people's feelings 

• evidence: information used to show that something is true 

• nature: the physical environment, including plants, animals and landscapes – separate from humans and their 

creations 

• perspectives: different views that people can have about things 

• significance: importance 

• society: a group of people living together in a community 

• technology: devices developed from knowledge 

• trade: buying and selling goods and services 

From the list of concepts above, pick which is the most relevant to situations listed, with a brief statement saying why. 

The first few have been done for you. 

Situation Relevant concept (there could be more than one) 

Great leaders like Churchill, the German 
Kaiser, and Vladimir Lenin 

Significance – how important was each leader? 

Military technology in the war Continuity and change – how different is military technology today? 

Viewing a photo of a mother waving 
goodbye to her son, who has volunteered 
for the AIF 

 

Reading a poem from a war poet  

A photo of a scene of destruction in ‘no 
man’s land’ 

 

When Britain sent lots of military 
equipment to Russia, but demanded 
payment later 

 

How a soldier at the front felt and how his 
wife back home felt about him being away. 

 

Ranking the top 5 battles of the war  

A photo of a soldier dying on the 
battlefront 

 

A diagram of what a soldier in the war had 
for equipment, alongside a diagram of a 
modern Australian soldier 

 

 

✓ Copy and complete the table 

You slump into bed after what has definitely been your most full-on day as a journalist. Your brain is buzzing. You need 

rest…. You take the next day off and heap in to the telegraph office the next day to see what your editors wants from you 

next. Go to 17. 

  



17 
Dispatches from the front #2 
You get a telegraph from Mr Callister. He is highly impressed with your stories and promises you a promotion to Senior 

Correspondent when you return to Australia… which is going to be soon, he’s requesting you return to Australia on the 

next civilian transport boat. 

“Before you come back,” Mr Callister says in his next telegram, “I want you to write a summary article, highlighting 

everything about the war you’ve learnt. Once you’ve done that, see the Australian Consulate. I have a boat ticket waiting 

for you there. See you in a few months for your promotion!” 

 

Australian wounded infantrymen at the first battle of Passchendaele, near Zonnebeke railway station.  C43141 

https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/atwar/first-world-war 

 

Eager to get back to your family and friends, you set about summarising what you know about the war. 

✓ Answer the questions in your exercise book. Write the question and your answer, in full. 

 

• What were three of the most common reasons Australians joined the war? 

• Describe what happened in the Gallipoli campaign in 1-2 sentences. 

• What were the four main causes for the outbreak of the war? 

• Which theatre of war saw the most Australian casualties? 

o Gallipoli 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C43141
https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/atwar/first-world-war


o The Western Front 

o The Eastern Front 

o The Middle East 

• Who did Australia fight in the Middle East? 

o Local Muslims, supported by Germans and Turks 

o Ottoman Empire soldiers 

o Italians, Greeks and Egyptians 

o Local tribesmen acting alone 

• What year were Australians sent to the Western Front? 

o 1914 

o 1915 

o 1916 

o 1917 

• What is shell-shock? 

o Mental disturbance caused by exposure to warfare 

o The sonic reverberations of artillery 

o Loneliness after the end of the war felt by veterans 

o The hole left in the ground from an artillery shell 

• What was the Schlieffen Plan? 

o The plan to protect France with a huge line of forts 

o The German plan to invade France by going through Belgium 

o The English plan to protect Belgian neutrality if it was ever attacked 

o The European-wide agreement to help each other in the event of the outbreak of war 

• What is a stalemate? 

o When both sides in a war attack at the same time 

o When neither side in a conflict can win 

o When soldiers have been in the same position for a long time 

o When armies retreat and attack many times in a short space of time 

• What were the two main sides in the war? 

o Germany and Austro-Hungary vs. Britain, France and Russia  

o France and Russia vs. Germany and Turkey 

o England and France vs. Germany and Austria 

o Ottoman and German Empires vs. Russian, French and British Empires  

• When did the USenter the war? 

o 1914 

o 1915 

o 1916 

o 1917 

• What made Russia exit the war? 

o They had a revolution and communists took over the government 

o They were defeated in battle by the Germans 

o They changed sides after a major defeat by the German army 

o The failure at Gallipoli meant they could not get supplies 

As you are boarding the boat back to Australia, it is 11 November 1918. On this day, the “Armistice” is signed, a truce, 

meaning that the war is over! Everyone is calling it the “Great War”. Great as in bad.  

You arrive home to a jubilant but weary population in Australia. The fighting may have ended, but the repercussions of 

the war are still being felt. There are also a lot of stories that you missed because you were in Europe.  

After a few days recuperating, you head back to the head office of The Age, and meet with Mr Callister. 



“Great work in Europe, you did us proud,” he says. 

You thank him. 

“Our newspaper wants to put together a big piece looking at all of the effects of the war. I’ve got story ideas coming out 

of my ears here!” he says. 

He gives you the option of: 

• Meeting with a woman from the Red Cross, to do a story about women’s contributions to the war effort. Go to 

18. 

• Meeting with a local anti-war campaigner who was vocal in the “conscription debates” that happened while you 

were away. Conscription is where the government forces people to train and fight in battle, because they need 

more soldiers. If you want to do this story, go to 31. 

  



18 
The female contribution 

 

A group of Australian Army nurses about to depart from Adelaide for Salonica, 14 June 1917. 

https://www.awm.gov.au/index.php/articles/blog/mettle-and-steel-aans-salonika  

You make your way to the Red Cross office, a clean but run-down looking building in the city centre. Lots of people are 

coming and going, carrying boxes of supplies from a dark warehouse in the next building over. Your contact is Alana 

Warner, a senior officer. 

“Women didn’t fight on the front line. War isn’t considered a very female thing to do. But really, we live in a sexist society 

and we weren’t even given the option of signing up for that”, she says at the outset. 

You go to a café around the corner for a cup of tea, writing in your notebook as she talks passionately . 

“Of course, many of us served in the Australian Army Nursing Service. We dealt with a lot of suffering and all kinds of 

injuries. I went over with the first draft of nurses in September 1914, right at the start of the war. Us nurses followed the 

Australian troops wherever they were sent.” 

She fumbles around in her pocket for a piece of paper. 

“Here it is, I managed to get some numbers for your story. There were 2,139 nurses that served overseas. Another 423 of 

us served back here in Australia. 25 of my nursing sisters died in the war. I received a medal for my service, so did another 

387 women.” 

She sipped her tea. 

“The Red Cross and the Wounded and Missing Enquiry Bureau were very active back here in Australia. I joined the Red 

Cross after I came back from my nursing service. We helped soldier morale by packaging up and sending supplies – things 

https://www.awm.gov.au/index.php/articles/blog/mettle-and-steel-aans-salonika


like clothing, tobacco and medicine. You might have seen some soldiers opening some of our care packages when you 

were over there?” she asked. 

“Yes, they really appreciated that touch of home!” you recall. 

“The real contribution of women has been when weary and shell-shocked soldiers come back from the war. We are the 

ones having to hold together these broken families – dead fathers, dead brothers, men coming home depressed, missing 

a leg… shell-shock is a big one too”. 

You ask about the other kinds of contributions women made. 

“A lot of fundraising. War is an expensive business! Not many women worked outside the home when the war broke out, 

but that all changed. We entered the workforce, taking the place of men off fighting in Europe. We mostly worked in the 

clothing, printing and food industries. Of course, we were paid much less than the men had been and we had to resign 

and give the jobs back to the men once the war was over.” 

“That’s hardly fair!”, you state. 

You’ve got enough for your story, so you thank Alana for her time, walk back with her to the Red Cross, make a small 

donation yourself and head back to the The Age to write up your article. 

 

Queensland Recruiting Committee Poster, 1914-1918 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/ARTV05632/  

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/ARTV05632/


Your task 

Mr Callister wants to do a special on the recruiting posters of the war. He is going to put the poster above in 

the newspaper and he wants you to write some text to go with it, to help people understand it. 

A visual source can tell us a lot about a time in history. However, we can also use knowledge that we know 

about a period in time to help understand a visual source. There are two different skills that you could use here, 

consider this diagram: 

 

What we are talking about here is the second one – using outside knowledge to help understand the source. 

You have learnt a lot about the war and are now beginning to be able to use that knowledge to understand sources. 

✓ Look at the poster and answer the following questions in your book 

 

• What does “remember how women and children of France and Belgium were treated” mean? How were they 

treated, do you think? 

• What kind of treatment is the poster suggesting women would get? 

• Who are the figures on the ground? 

• Where do you think the village in the background is? 

• What is this poster trying to make women do? 

You head up to Mr Callister’s office.  

“Sorry but my reporter who was going to report on the conscription situation has called in sick. Can you do me a favour 

and go and meet with this Marcus McLay character? He sounds a bit extreme, but he was in the thick of the conscription 

debates so he should have lots of information to help you write an article about it. 

Go to 19. 



19 
Forcing them to fight? 

 

The Prime Minister, Mr William Morris Hughes, speaking to a large crowd during the conscription referendum 

campaign, Brisbane QLD, c1916. 

https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/encyclopedia/conscription/ww1 

Marcus McLay is based in the Trades Hall Building, just north of the centre of Melbourne. It’s a cold, wet and windy day 

when you arrive to meet him on the steps of the building. 

“Come inside cobber”, says Marcus. You enter the building. It is messy but lively. Lots of people are coming in and out of 

the building., workers mostly. Very few people in suits. Some are carrying banners, others are in the process of making 

them.” 

“Planning a protest for this weekend, rallying against bosses keeping our wages too low. You should join us!”  

You state that as a journalist, it is important to stay neutral. He leads you to a room where you are able to conduct the 

interview. It is dingy, smelling like stale tobacco smoke. 

You begin the interview. 

“Look mate, the AIF (that’s the Australian Imperial Force) was the only voluntary army in the whole war. But that wasn’t 

enough for the government, oh no. When the coffins started coming back on the boats and that hell-on-earth  war 

carried on way longer than anyone thought, fewer and fewer people volunteered. That’s when the government decided 

to try and force people to fight.” 

https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/encyclopedia/conscription/ww1


He looks disgusted as he says that last line. He pulls out a packet of cigarettes and offers you one. You decline. He lights 

up. 

“Billy Hughes, the Prime Minister, was the one who said we should have conscription. Can you believe it, a Labor Prime 

Minister? S’posed to be the friend of the working man. So we had a referendum. That’s when everyone in the country 

votes to see whether or not to change a really important law. The 1916 referendum was rejected; the people didn’t want 

conscription. So they had another one in 1917. Same result. It was a pretty close vote both times though, I’ll admit. Boy 

did those votes split the country! Some real uncomfortable times, for sure.” 

He smiled.  

“But you’re not hear to listen to my biased one sided view. We were in the fight against conscription from the start so I’ll 

try and sum up the sides for ya.” 

He moves a pile of papers from a ledge, takes a grubby towel and wipes a part of the wall which turns out to be a 

blackboard. He divides the board into two halves and writes: 

Pro-conscription groups Anti-conscription groups 

Political parties (except for Labor) Labor party (except Billy Hughes for some reason) 

Businesses Trade unions (all the workers you see in this building) 

Newspapers like The Age (your lot) The Catholic Church 

The Protestant Church Most “working class” people 

“So there you have it. See if you can see what each of those sides have in common. If you want my opinion, it’s a bunch of 

imperialists and capitalists on the pro-conscription side! Make up your own mind though.” 

He gives you a moment to copy down his table. He rubs it off and draws another one. 

Arguments in favour of conscription Arguments against conscription 

Australians have a duty to Great Britain, as a former 
colony 

You can’t force someone to go to war and kill people 

There should be ‘equality of sacrifice’. If there was 
conscription, people from all walks of life would have to 
go to war, not just the working classes 

Even if there was conscription of people’s lives, there still 
isn’t conscription of wealth. The rich should be taxed 
more before we send more workers to their death. 

Not getting enough soldiers for the war effort just from 
people volunteering 

There are too many dead already, why send more? 

Australia’s reputation as a strong country is at stake There wouldn’t be enough men in Australia to do all the 
work if they were sent to war 

Other allies in the war had introduced it (like Great Britain 
and New Zealand) 

Conscription is harming Australia by creating divisions 
between people – those who want it and those who don’t 

This is fairly balanced considering how strongly Marcus was against conscription at the time, you think to yourself. 

You thank him profusely for his time. 

“See you at the protest this Saturday?” 

“Perhaps”, you respond.  

Your job 

Your boss wants you to summarise the different perspectives on the conscription debate.  

He gave you some wise words before you left his office, “Your view will differ about historical events or participants 

depending on your background, where and when you grew up, your class, your gender, your education, your religious or 

political beliefs and so on. When you look at historical writing, you need to consider what background might contribute to 

the author’s perspective. You must understand the motive they had for writing what they did.” 

You find this assignment hard so you go and have a cup of tea with your old mentor, Emma Pratt.  

 



She says, “Look at the information in the tables.  

What do the groups for conscription have in common?  

What do the groups against conscription have in common?  

Are they the same types of people?  

Do you think they might share some of the same opinions about other things?  

Do they live in similar places, have similar jobs, similar income…?” 

She continues, “What do the arguments for conscription have in common?  

What do the arguments against conscription have in common?  

Do both sides have things in common?” 

✓ From the tables given above, summarise the two perspectives by copying and completing the table below: (one 

has been completed for you to show you how to do it) 

Overall, those who were for conscription were: 
 
powerful groups, and groups representing powerful 
people. Those in favour of conscription were a mixture of 
the media, big business, political parties that didn’t 
represent workers and Christian sects allied with England 
(the Anglican Church, the official Church of England, was 
Protestant). 

Overall, those who were against conscription were: 

Overall, the arguments for conscription were: 
 
 
 
 
 

Overall the arguments against conscription were: 

You file your story. You take the weekend off from reporting. As Monday morning rolls around, you are walking to The 

Age office when a man grabs you by the arm. “You’re that ace war reporter for The Age, aren’t you?” You are reluctant to 

say yes to a person who has grabbed you on the street. 

“I’ve got a news story for you. It’s about a massive government failure. The government doesn’t want to talk about it but I 

can give you a scoop if you want?” 

“What is it about?” you ask. 

“The government spent all this money trying to set up soldiers on the land when they came back from the war. Total 

failure if you ask me. Buy me lunch and I’ll tell you all about it.”  

He seems a bit batty but sincere. This definitely sounds like a story your boss would like to run, so you agree to buy him 

lunch, and follow him to a nearby restaurant. Go to 20. 

  



20 
Supporting our returned soldiers 
After you sit down and order food, the man introduces himself as Alexander Wadsworth. He is a veteran of the Great 

War.  

“They were trying to do a good thing, I get that. During the war, the government decided they would try and build 

communities in farming areas, made up of us returned soldiers and our families. They wanted to help us out, sure, but 

they also wanted to try and populate the Australian interior.” 

He pauses, takes a sip of water. 

“Heck, the government’s been trying to do that for decades! They split up big pastoral estates and made them into small 

farms. The idea would be that they’d give these small farms to us, and they’d have some lovely English countryside on 

their hands. It was a complete failure if you ask me. I know, I was one of them…” 

 

Florence, Doris and Melvie Garth –  daughters of returned soldier Tom Garth and his wife Kate –  at their soldier settlement 

farm ‘Glenyarri ’ in the Carnamah district of  Western Austral ia, about 1925. Courtesy Rob Mawson.  

 

Lunch arrives and you eat your meal.  

Afterwards, he says, “Oh, I’ve got this that I wrote. I’ve been trying to get it published for ages. Maybe you will have 

better luck than me, especially as how you already work at a newspaper!” 



He hands you a typed up note: 

Your chore 

As a senior journalist, Mr Callister now wants to see you using conceptual thinking in your articles. He also wants you to 

explain those concepts as you go. A concept is an idea. 

You’ve got more than enough to write a story about soldier settlement. You also want to educate your reader. You know 

there are a lot of new concepts used in what you have been writing. Rather than have a glossary, you want to find a way 

to explain these new concepts in the text you are writing. 

When you got your last promotion, Mr Callister handed you a manual showing you how to perform the more complex 

tasks. You turn to the section titled “Explaining concepts”. It has a good example of explaining concepts in the text. Here 

is the example, with the concepts defined in bold, and the section where they are explained highlighted in yellow: 

 

You have to write a paragraph about soldier settlement, using two or more of the concepts listed and defined below, in 

your paragraph. 

Historical concepts: 

• cause: something that happens before something else, which is the reason that thing happened 

• change: when something is made different over time: the opposite of continuity 

• civilisation: an advanced state of human social organisation, typically including writing, cities, and a government 

• contact: interaction between different societies, civilisations or countries 

• continuity: things which remain relatively unchanged from one time period to another 

The ‘yeoman ideal’ meets reality 

In the 19th century and well into the 20th, Australian policymakers held fast to the ‘yeoman ideal’, a 

somewhat romantic belief in the virtue of agricultural activity and the societal value of small-scale farming 

communities. 

During the Great War, popular imagery of the sturdy, independent yeoman merged with that of the noble, 

patriotic digger to create a powerful symbolic character: the soldier settler, a worthy figure capable of 

promoting social stability and economic productivity. 

After politicians and bureaucrats secured the federal/state agreement for soldier settlement in Melbourne in 

1916, thousands of returning soldiers took advantage of the new state-based soldier settlement schemes. 

From as far north as the Atherton Tablelands in Queensland, to Kangaroo Island in South Australia, every state 

saw new settlements develop. 

The Western Australian government settled more than 5000 returned soldiers, many from the British Army, 

on farms. By 1929, just over 3500 remained on the land. 

Difficulties encountered by soldier settlers across Australia during the 1920s sparked a Commonwealth 

investigation to account for losses. In 1929 Justice Pike identified the main causes of settler failure as a lack of 

capital and land, settler unsuitability, and falling prices for agricultural produce. 

 

The Great War saw a great increase in the use of technology in warfare. Technology, which is devices developed 

from knowledge, included tanks, planes and mustard gas. The war also had deep impacts on society, the group 

of people living together in a community, in Australia. Many returned soldiers had physical and mental injuries, 

and many women had gained experience in the paid workforce. 

 



• culture: the ideas, customs and social behaviour of a group of people 

• effect: a change which is the result of an action or cause 

• empathy: the ability to understand and share other people's feelings 

• evidence: information used to show that something is true 

• nature: the physical environment, including plants, animals and landscapes – separate from humans and their 

creations 

• perspectives: different views that people can have about things 

• significance: importance 

• society: a group of people living together in a community 

• technology: devices developed from knowledge 

• trade: buying and selling goods and services 

 

✓ Write a paragraph, explaining two or more concepts within it. 

You submit your article. It has been many busy years for you. You have a big meeting coming up with the board of The 

Age. It is an interview for a promotion. IF you get it, you will be Chief Correspondent! 

Go to 21. 

  



21  
Dispatches from the front #3 
You take a seat in the boardroom. All the members of the board walk in, looking at you as they enter and take their seats 

around the table.  

“Okay friends. Answer these questions and you will earn the title of Chief Correspondent”, says Mr Dawson, head of the 

board. 

✓ Answer the questions in your exercise book. Write the question and your answer, in full. 

 

• Why didn’t women enlist as front line soldiers? 

• Why did the allies attack Gallipoli? 

• Why did the assassination of an Austrian nobleman cause the war? 

• Where were the five different locations  that Australians participated in the war? 

• What was a trench for during the Great War? 

• What events led to Germany surrendering? 

• What was the main role of women in the war effort? 

o doctors 

o drivers 

o nurses 

o soldiers 

• How did nurses help soldier morale? 

o by accompanying them to and from Europe on the boats 

o by sending care packages 

o by visiting them in the trenches 

o by writing them letters 

• What was the major contribution women made after the war? 

o helping heal broken men and broken families 

o raising money 

o volunteering 

o working in labouring jobs 

• When were the two conscription referenda? 

o 1914 and 1915 

o 1915 and 1916 

o 1916 and 1917 

o 1917 and 1918 

• Which groups were against conscription? 

o businesses, newspapers and the Church 

o the Church, trade unions and the media 

o trade unions, the Catholic Church and the Labor Party 

o working class people, wealthy business owners and political parties 

• Which of these is an argument against conscription? 

o there were too many dead already 

o there were not enough volunteers 

o there were other countries that had enforced it 



o there should be ‘equality of sacrifice’ 

 

Supporting troops of the 1st Australian Division walking on a duckboard track near Hooge, Ypres Sector. 

https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/schools/programs/first-world-war 

 

You submit your answers and eagerly await the results… It feels as if you wait outside the boardroom for hours. The door 

finally opens… 

“Congratulations, Chief Correspondent!” 

You passed! 

You go back into the boardroom, the head of the newspaper, Gottlieb Schuler, speaks first: 

“Now that the war is over, we want to produce a special report on it, not just about the events of the war, which you 

know well, but the aftermath. We would like you to go and interview a number of people about the impacts and the 

meaning of the war. Who do you want to interview?” 

• If you want to interview an academic from the University of Melbourne about the impacts of the war, go to 22 

• If you want to interview a diplomat from the government about the changes in the relationship between 

Australia, Great Britain and the USA, go to 36 

• If you want to interview an official from the RSL (Returned Services League), go to 33 

 

  

https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/schools/programs/first-world-war


22 
The aftermath… 

 

Rejoicing & Remembering, Armistice Day, London 1918, Vida Lahey, 1924 

https://www.awm.gov.au/learn/schools/resources/art-in-the-aftermath 

 

You make your way to the University of Melbourne, a complex of large stone buildings just to the north of the city centre. 

You have an appointment with Professor of History Ella King. 

She takes you to a lecture hall.  

“Great timing. I’ve just finished a lecture about the outcomes of the Great War.” 

She gestures to the blackboard, where lines of notes are written up. 

“There were many complex and contradictory effects of the war. Women’s roles in society increased. More women were 

given paid jobs when the men went off to fight, but many of them still lost their jobs when the men returned.” 

She walks over to another part of the blackboard and points at some notes. 

“The war forged a national identify for Australia, especially the Gallipoli campaign and the legend of the ANZAC soldiers. 

But great social divisions were also laid down. Thinking about the effects of the war divided returned soldiers, many of 

whom saw the war as a great victory, and trade unionists, who saw the war as a great waste of time and resources. A 

conflict between big empires, where leaders sent ordinary men to their deaths.” 

“There has been a big increase in government control over public life. During the war, the government controlled the 

media and used propaganda to tell people how to think about it. Propaganda is misleading information used to promote a 

cause, in this case, the government used it to make people think the war was a good idea. Taxes also went up a lot to pay 

for the war effort.” 

She rubbed out some of the notes, and looked at some others. 

“Ah yes, the figures. Australia had the most casualties per population of any of the Allied nations. And the long term cost, 

well… the medical care and benefits paid to returned soldiers cost the government a lot, and made it poorer. By 1932 

over 280,000 returned soldiers were receiving money from the government.” 

https://www.awm.gov.au/learn/schools/resources/art-in-the-aftermath


“There were some economic benefits though. Australia developed light industry and more mining operations. Australia 

had to be more reliant as the Europeans went to war with each other.  This made Australia have to produce things they 

would have previously got from overseas.” 

She paused, deep in thought. 

“The impacts were long lasting: thousands of dead men, damage to the economy (although the Great Depression was 

much worse). Women came into society a bit more. Australia became a little bit more independent from Britain.” 

“Finally, during the peace talks, Australia made sure that there was no statement about racial equality included in the 

peace agreement. The White Australia policy was alive and well.” 

She looks back at you. “I hope that answers your questions.” 

You thank her for her time. 

Your duty 

Before you leave the University, you go to see a travelling exhibition from London. It contains artworks that are 

connected with the Great War. You contact Mr Callister and suggest that some photos of these artworks with some 

commentary would be a great addition to the special war issue. He agrees and sends down a photographer. 

The photographer, Ruby Irvine, also happens to be an expert on using outside knowledge to help understand historical 

sources like art. 

“A visual source can tell us a lot about a time in history. We can also use knowledge that we have about a 

period in time to help understand a visual source. There are two different skills that you could use here, 

consider this diagram…” 

She draws this on the back of a blank piece of photo paper she has in her bag: 

 

“What we are talking about here is the second one – using outside knowledge to help understand the source.” 

“Now, obviously, the first thing you need is some knowledge about the time period. If you don’t have that, you 

can’t use this skill. Once you’ve got that knowledge, think about it and think what bit of it is relevant to the 

visual source you are looking at.” 

✓ Look at this image, and copy and complete the table: 



 

The Great War in Portraits, National Portrait Gallery, London 

Feature of the source Sentence showing how outside knowledge helps explain 
the source 

Injured faces  

Both images are of men  

Sad expressions  

 

You complete your analysis, thank Ruby for the photos and the guidance, and submit the article back to the head office. 

The next morning, there is a call on the telephone of your building. It’s for you, it’s Mr Callister. 

“There’s been a diplomatic incident and I need you to get down to the British Embassy immediately!” says Callister. 

You rush to put on some decent clothes to front up to diplomats and head into the city. 

Go to 23. 

 

 



23 
International relations 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/visitor-information/galleries/first-world-war  

When you get to the British Embassy, there are already several journalists there. You push your way to the front.  

“What’s going on?” you ask a colleague from The Argus. 

“A diplomat from the UK is retiring, and he’s making a statement about how the relationship between Australia and the 

UK has changed because of the war. He’s telling some ‘home truths’ that his government don’t want him to say, so we’re 

all here to make sure we capture this rare moment of honesty!”  

Ernest Brown, a diplomat from Great Britain, comes out of the front door of the Embassy building. He looks like he’s been 

up all night. 

“You Australians, you think you’re so independent with your foreign policy now. You think you don’t need us. We used to 

deal with all that stuff but your experience in the Great War has given you courage. Too much I dare say.” 

The crowd of journalists furiously write down every word. It is uncommon to hear an English diplomat talk so openly! 

“You even sent your own peace delegation to the Paris Peace Conference. You’ve certainly been asserting yourself down 

here in the Pacific. But if you ask me, it won’t last. A country like Australia needs a big power ally…” 

He pauses, taking a big puff on his cigar. 

“You think that your experience of the war has made you a nation. But your Prime Minister Billy Hughes had ulterior 

motives. Maybe he wanted to make Australia secure and independent in the Pacific. But equally, he wanted to preserve 

the White Australia Policy. Australia was the one that rejected including a statement of racial equality in the Paris Peace 

Agreement.” 

Another man from inside the embassy comes out, beckoning him to come inside and stop revealing so many secrets! Mr 

Brown ignores him. 

“Your country is still heavily dependent on primary exports, especially to us in England. Don't think that you can leave us 

behind so easily. You still depend on us for the machines you need to run your country. You simply don't make that kind 

of thing over here. If there is ever a major economic depression, you will suffer badly because your economy is still tied to 

ours.” 

Finally, the other man takes Ernest by the hand and politely but forcefully ushers him back inside the building. 

“That will be all thank you. We will make an announcement once we have a new diplomat.” 

You and your fellow journalists mill around exchanging notes for a while. You all got some great information there for an 

opinion piece. 

https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/visitor-information/galleries/first-world-war


Back at the office, Charles Callister wants you to turn this material into a large article to appear in the Sunday edition in a 

month’s time. 

“I need you to come up with a series of questions to guide the investigation,” he says. He leads you down to the 

basement, “Here are some earlier investigations of this type that we have done, read a few so you understand what I’m 

asking.” 

 

Your mission 

Callister wants you to come up with a “research program”. That is one big question and three sub-questions that help to 

answer it. 

You have a look at two other ones that have been done… 

Big question: How did the war affect Australia?  Big question: Why did Australia enter the war? 

Sub-question 1: How many casualties were there?  Sub-question 1: What alliances did Australia have 
before the war? 

Sub-question 2: What did the war effort cost?  Sub-question 2: What kinds of people joined the war? 

Sub-question 3: What harm was there to returned 
soldiers? 

 Sub-question 3: Did soldiers get paid? 

 

✓ Copy and complete the table. Your big question for your research program must be about Australia / Great 

Britain relations 

Big question:  

Sub-question 1: 

Sub-question 2: 

Sub-question 3: 

 

You complete your research program questions and submit them to the boss. He’s pleased.  

Back in his office, he says “I’ve got some friends from the war. Men who volunteered while I stayed here and just wrote 

about it. Should I feel ashamed? I don’t know. Anyway, I would like you to go and interview these men for me. They’re 

ANZACs. Survived Gallipoli. Get something interesting, but mostly, show respect.”  

He looks at you sternly. You assure him you always show your sources respect, and get the tram to the city centre , where 

you are meeting his buddies in a pub. 

Go to 24. 



24 
The legendary ANZACs 

 

Anzac Day at the War Memorial 

https://www.awm.gov.au/index.php/commemoration/anzac-day 

 

You enter the bar, ‘Young and Jackson Hotel’, opposite Flinders Station. You are greeted by three burly looking men. All 

with moustaches and friendly, but tired looking faces. Their names are Joshua Gaunt, Marcus Winter and Will Mackillop. 

“Charlie sent ya did he? That layabout! Bloody slacker sittin’ on his behind while us real men protected us from the Hun!” 

says Will as you meet. He gives you a giant slap on the back. You can tell he’s just joking. 

You sit and sip beers with the three men. 

“Mate, Gallipoli was a big deal, don’t get me wrong, but eight out of ten of us Aussie dead were at the Western Front, not 

that Turkish hellhole,” says Will. 

Joshua interjects, “Yeah but, you know, the whole ANZAC thing earned Australia its stripes you know? Gave us and the 

Kiwis a reputation for being tough, strong, brave and, you know, we could put up with anything.” 

“Yeah, like that complete bloody failure and waste of time, the Gallipoli Campaign,” says Marcus. He is the more silent of 

the three, with a solemn look to him. 

“Come on Marcus,” says Will, “it gives the rest of the country something to be proud of. Like we’re not just known for 

being a bunch of convicts.” 

Marcus retorts, “This myth of the ANZACs comes from us all supposedly coming from the bush. But what about us from 

the city? What about Aborigines? What about women? This Anzac legend messes with how we see ourselves. It says, we 

only care about masculinity, violence, and the glory of war. Nothing I saw over there was glorious. This myth is just a scam 

to try and unite the country behind something. Bloody politicians doing if you ask me.” 

https://www.awm.gov.au/index.php/commemoration/anzac-day


Joshua looks upset by this.  

“We did what we could mate, we stayed cheerful, kept our humour even when times were tough. We were resourceful 

when we had no supplies. Remember when I made a grenade out of empty tin cans?” he says. 

Will continues, “Let’s not forget mateship. We risked our lives for our mates. Let’s not forget courage. Stormed that hell-

on-earthn beach straight into the firing line of the Turks at Anzac Cove we did.” 

Joshua adds, “We were all about equality. Everyone gets the same respect, no matter what the background. Which is why 

we all got in trouble for not saluting some of those stuck up British officers!” 

Marcus listens, but is not convinced. 

“Okay ya big sook,” says Joshua, “but don’t stop me from celebrating how we earned the respect of the world that day. 

Every April 25th I’ll be drinking to remember the sacrifices made.” 

With that, all three of them have a big swig of beer. 

It is nearing 6pm, when all pubs close. You thank your new friends for their stories and head home. 

When you are out on the street, Marcus runs up to you.  

“Mate, if you’re writing an article on us, maybe you could include this?” 

He hands you a scrap of paper. 

“Fancied myself as a journalist as well, once, before the sounds of artillery shells rang out in my ears all bloody day.” 

He walks off. 

You look at the neatly-written paragraphs: 

 

 

 

 

 

Your assignment 

Your editor wants you to explain what a historical perspective is.  

 

✓ Answer these questions about perspective: 

o What is the viewpoint of the author of the article, Marcus Winter?  

o What bias might he have?  

o What parts of the article show you what his viewpoint is? 

 

You complete your report and submit it to the office.  

Go to 25. 

 

 

The landings at Anzac Cove were the first foray into battle of the Australian Imperial Force. Australia was only 14 

years old, and this was the first time it had fought as a distinct nation. 

The Gallipoli campaign was a military failure but the characteristics that the Anzacs displayed throughout the 

campaign – bravery, ingenuity, endurance and mateship – have come to be celebrated as defining characteristics 

of the Australian personality. 

 



25 
Lest we forget… 
You spend the next few years continuing to report for The Age, and working your way up the ranks of journalism. It has 

been a long time now since the war ended, but you will never forget the time you spent in Europe reporting on it. Anzac 

Day is always a special day for you for this reason. Many years later, you are assigned to report on the Anzac Day dawn 

service in Melbourne.  

You wake up at 4am so you can get a good spot to watch the parade. There are a few veterans around, so you interview a 

few of them. 

 

First World War memorial after an Anzac Day service, Brockton, Western 

Australia.  C387525  

https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/encyclopedia/war-memorials 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C387525
https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/encyclopedia/war-memorials


 

Interview with Jeremy Sandover 

“This dawn service, mate,” begins Jeremy, “was originally just for veterans. Now everyone shows up. It was meant to be a 

time for us to reflect with our fellow soldiers. We’ve got mixed emotions about it, see. Used to be a real simple service, 

with a serious and kind of sad atmosphere.” 

He is old, so takes a seat on the green park bench behind him. 

“Only fellow soldiers can know what it was like. The dawn is a menacing time for us veterans. Dawn is a good time for an 

attack, because the other side are usually asleep. But knowing that’s when you might be attacked, makes you paranoid at 

that time of the morning. That feeling is still with me.” 

You thank him for his time. 

Interview with Daniel Rowley 

“Yeah I don’t normally come into the city for this. There’s a ceremony in almost every suburb and town in Australia 

anyway. New Zealand too, I hear. I’m from Ballarat. We lay wreaths, observe a minute’s silence, pray if you’re a religious 

kind, and of course some old codger plays ‘The Last Post’ on a bugle. It’s nice.” 

He pulls out a cigarette and lights up, blue-grey smoke wafts around your heads. 

“I like how the parade is a big part of the day now. Thousands of people gather in capital cities to watch servicemen and 

women, current and former, march through town. I see the media broadcasts it as well now. Now thousands of people, 

even lots of twenty-somethings, go to Turkey, to Gallipoli, for the Anzac Day ceremony they have there. It’s great to see 

the legend of our sacrifice live on. Everyone’s paying their respects to the dead and those who risked their lives for your 

freedom.” 

He bids you farewell and walks off. 

You watch the parade, a lavish affair that lasts until late morning. You’ve got enough material from your interview to file 

your report. 

Your brief 

Mr Callister was impressed with your report on the Anzac legend, and how you discussed the perspective of the veteran. 

In this report, he wants you to compare two perspectives. You remember the words of your old-time mentor, Emma Pratt 

(now retired), “Comparing is identifying the characteristics two things have in common, and what is different about them 

as well.” 

✓ Copy and complete the table and write a short paragraph. 

 Jeremy Sandover Daniel Rowley 

Favourite thing about Anzac Day   

What they don’t like about Anzac Day   

Two adjectives to describe their 
attitude to Anzac Day 

  

Quote showing their attitude towards 
Anzac Day 

  

 

Now write 3-4 sentences answering the question: How are the two perspectives similar or different? Give evidence for 

your answer. 

You file your report. As it turns out, it is to be your final report as a journalist! When you return to the office, you find 

there is a lot going on!  

Go to 26. 



26 
The final interview 
As you approach the office, you notice an ambulance outside. As you enter the tall grey building, a stretcher is wheeled 

out, with a body covered in a crisp white sheet on it. Your colleagues are all standing around, tears on their faces. 

The manager of The Age, Gottlieb Schuler, has passed away. The next few days are a blur, attending the funeral, writing 

an obituary, mourning and supporting your workmates. A week after the death, Mr Callister calls you to his office, for 

what turns out to be the last time.  

“You’re no youngster anymore. You’re actually my longest serving employee now! But with Mr Schuler gone, I think my 

time has come to retire now while I can still enjoy it.” 

He smiles, and offers you a seat, 

“Listen, the board have loved your reporting ever since you came to us all those years ago. They want you to apply for the 

managing editor position. With me and Mr Schuler going, they want someone with experience of the newspaper at the 

helm, not some outsider.” 

You’re flattered, excited and nervous all at the same time! You, managing editor! Who would have thought. You quickly 

agree to apply for the position. 

The next day, Lucinda Clarkson, Mr Callister’s secretary, calls you.  

“You’ve got an interview in two days. Board room, 8am sharp. Mr Dawson will be leading the interview panel. But be 

warned, they’re going to ask you a lot of questions about your experience of the Great War and its aftermath.” 

You thank her for the warning. You spend the next few days engrossed in your old notes and articles, studying everything 

you learned about the war. 

On Tuesday morning, you make your way up to the boardroom. You talk for about an hour with the panel, telling them 

colourful stories of your years in the field as a journalist. 

Mr Dawson, head of the board, says “We like what we see. We do have a few written questions for you though. If you can 

answer them, we will seriously consider your application to be the next managing editor.” 

He hands you a stack of blank paper, then another with some typed questions on it. You take a seat in a faded brown 

chair at the side of the boardroom and begin writing. A test with a great outcome if you do well! 

✓ Answer the questions in your exercise book. Write the question and your answer, in full. 

 

• Categorise the reasons Australians enlisted to fight in the Great War into: economic and social 

• Create a table showing the pros and cons of the Gallipoli campaign 

• Categorise all the different types of causes of the war into: economic, political, technological or social 

• Why were Australian soldiers moved from the Middle East to the Western Front? 

• Why did soldiers consider life in the trenches so miserable? 

• Why did the US join the war? 

• How did women’s roles in society change after the war ended? 

• Summarise the main arguments that were used in favour of conscription 

• List three impacts that the war had back home in Australia 

• How did Australian foreign policy change after the Great War? 

o it was more independent 

o it relied on Great Britain even more 



o it switched alliances from the UK to the USA 

o it formed a military alliance with New Zealand 

• Who was the Prime Minister during the Great War? 

o Billy Hughes 

o Edmund Barton 

o Alfred Deakin 

o John Curtin 

• What is one reason that might have made it difficult for Australia to cut ties with Britain after the war? 

o the Australian economy was closely linked with the British economy 

o Britain would have attacked Australia 

o Australia owed Britain a lot of money 

o Britain owed Australia a lot of money 

• What percentage of Australian war dead died on the Western Front? 

o 80% 

o 50% 

o 20% 

o 25% 

• Who are left out of the ‘Anzac myth’? 

o men 

o soldiers 

o women 

o white people 

• What day is Anzac Day? 

o 25 April 

o 11 November 

o 5 February 

o 26 January 

• What time of the day are most Anzac Day services held? 

o dawn 

o afternoon 

o evening 

o night time 

• Where are ceremonies held for Anzac Day? 

o in capital cities 

o in most towns 

o in all countries in the world 

o in suburbs 

• Which of these things is NOT part of commemorations on Anzac Day? 

o laying of wreaths 

o observing a minute’s silence 

o playing “The Last Post” 

o awarding medals to veterans 

 

You submit your written answers. The interview over, you go home. 

The next morning you receive a phone call and are told to come back to the boardroom. 

You march up the stairs. As you walk in, someone pops a bottle of champagne and all your workmates are there, clapping 

and cheering. You got the job! You are the new managing editor of The Age. After years of work and improving your skills, 

you have made it to the top of the newspaper. Congratulations! 



 

A sketch of wild poppies growing in front of Mont Kemmel.  

https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/customs-and-ceremony/poppies 
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How did we get into this mess? 
You make your way down to The Age’s basement, to room 105. Emma Pratt has set up an informal research station there. 

The room is full of paper in huge piles, and filing cabinets bursting at the seams. 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/index.php/articles/blog/highl ight -official -records-first-world-war-awm4-austral ian-imperial-

force-unit-war   

You ask Emma what her research about the cause of the war has taught her. 

“I think future historians are going to use the acronym M.A.I.N. to remember what the causes of this war are. The “MAIN” 

causes, ha! It would be funny if the war wasn’t so depressing.” 

“The ‘M’ stands for militarism. Militarism is the belief that a country should have a strong military and be ready to use it in 

aggression or defence, for their national interest. The last 100 years, the 1800s, were a time of huge military competition, 

especially between the European powers like Germany, France, Russia and Great Britain.” 

“These cultures thought that war was actually good for nations. Can you believe that? Well, a lot of us Australians think 

that as well at the moment. Must be the times.” 

“Germany has been trying to expand its navy by building more and bigger boats– but the British Navy has such a massive 

head start, the Germans might get close, but they’ll never have as big a navy as Britain” Emma says, as she flips through 

stacks of her research. 

She goes on, “I think that these nations thought that war was glorious and quick, so they were naïve, and aggressively 

built up their armies. Surely they didn’t realise the scale of death they would unleash if they used all these massive armies 

in a general war.” 

She pauses, has a sip of her tea, “The second main reason is the ‘A’, which stands for alliances. From 1870 to 1914 a 

tangled web of alliances resulted in Europe being split into two groups. 

“On one side is the Triple Alliance, signed in 1882 between Germany, Austria-Hungary (a big empire centred on those two 

nations) and Italy.” 

“On the other side, ‘our side’, is the Triple Entente (entente means friendly understanding in French), signed in 1907 

between France, Britain and Russia.” 



“So, if any of these powers go to war, the rest will get sucked in because they agreed to back each other up. But there are 

also a lot of hatreds between the groups. The French and Germans just had a war in 1870-1871. The Russians and the 

Austro-Hungarians don’t trust each other because of their conflicting interests in the Balkans (an area in southeast 

Europe).” 

Miss Pratt goes to her filing cabinet and gets another pile of documents out. 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/research/guide/ww1 -steps 

“The ‘I’ stands for imperialism. Imperialism is a policy of extending a country's power and influence through colonisation 

or use of military force, and things like that. The European empires (the ones in the alliances) could come into conflict 

more easily because they have interests all over the world. Imperialism as an idea makes empires want to expand, which 

makes war more likely. Also, Germany was powerful in Europe but didn’t really have much of an overseas empire. It has 

been trying to build one up recently.” 

She scratches her head, as if trying to remember something. “Oh yeah, and the ‘N’ stands for nationalism. Nationalism 

can mean an extreme form of patriotism marked by a feeling of superiority over other countries, or wanting political 

independence. The Austro-Hungarian Empire rules over 11 nationalities, and many of those peoples want to rule 

themselves. This promotes conflict. Nationalism by nation groups and the imperialism of the empires caused tension. The 

nationalists wanted independence while the empires wanted to rule over lots of different peoples.” 

“So that is ‘M.A.I.N.’ – the four main causes of this war: militarism, alliances, imperialism and nationalism.” 

You ask how four vague concepts can cause a war. Wasn’t there an event that sparked the war? 

“Yes, of course, you show good journalist instincts. It was the assassination of the heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary. 

Serbia is one of the nationalist groups under the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Many Serbians wanted to rule themselves. A 

terrorist organisation called the “Black Hand” sent people to kill the Archduke Franz Ferdinand. One of them, Gavrilo 

Princip, just a boy of 19, shot Ferdinand on 28 June 1914. This led to what they are calling the ‘July Crisis’. Austria-

Hungary made some very strict demands on Serbia, threatening war if they didn’t comply. Russia backed up Serbia. 

Germany backed up Austria-Hungary. Pretty soon, the armies were rumbling into action.” 

She finishes her tea. “I mean, from what I’ve researched, there are other factors. You could blame any or all of the big 

countries really. Although we here in Australia blame Germany. But Russia was the first country to mobilise their army. 

The Schlieffen Plan, the German plan to invade France through Belgium to avoid a series of forts on their border, can be 

blamed for bringing Britain into the war. Britain had said it would attack anyone who attacked Belgium.” 

She looks out the window, thoughtfully, “If you ask me, this crazy idea that war is good for nations is to blame. And the 

idea that attack is the best way to win a war… well maybe when it was fought with horses and swords but now with guns 

and tanks… well… I think we’ll see a big death toll from this conflict. The idea that war is glorious? I wonder if leaders will 

still believe that after this is all over”. 

It is a lot to take in.  



Your mission 

You’ve got enough to file your report on the causes of the war. Emma asks for your help. 

“I’ve helped out with your story. I wondered if you could help with my research? With everything you’ve learned here, 

could you come up with an open historical question to help further my research?” 

She explains the difference between an open and a closed question.  

• closed questions can be answered by "yes" or "no,", or some other simple one word or simple answer. They 

usually have a single, short answer. 

o often are: who, what, where, when questions 

• open-ended questions need thought to answer and are usually answered with a long, detailed or interesting 

answer. They might require evaluating something, justifying something, or contain one or more perspectives. 

o often are: why or how questions 

“So, imagine I was asking questions about Australian history. Here are some questions of each type: 

• closed questions: 

o What food did indigenous Australians eat? 

o Where did the Myall Creek Massacre occur? 

o Who was the first PM of Australia? 

o When did Australia become a country? 

• open questions: 

o How did indigenous Australians live before 1788? 

o How should settlers have responded to indigenous attacks on livestock? 

o Why were indigenous Australians and colonists in conflict? 

o Why did Europeans come to Australia? 

 

✓ List five open-ended questions that a historian would ask about the causes of the war. 

You thank Emma deeply for her assistance, and submit your report and questions.  

The next day you receive a message from Emma. She wants you to come to her office. She has been doing some research 

about Gallipoli and Mr Callister wants you to write a report about it. Go to 28. 
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Trial by fire: Gallipoli 
You head down to the telegraph office. You have the details for Blake Ross, Mr Callister’s London contact. You send him a 

message: 

“What is happening in the war? What is the attack on Gallipoli about?” 

This is what you find out… 

On 25 April 1915, Australian soldiers landed on the Gallipoli Peninsula, in Turkey. 

For the vast majority of the 16,000 Australians and New Zealanders who landed on that first day, this was their first 

experience of combat. By that evening, 2000 of them had been killed or wounded. 

The Gallipoli campaign was a military failure. However, the traits that were shown there – bravery, ingenuity, endurance 

and mateship – have become enshrined as defining aspects of the Australian character. 

The landing 

On 25 April 1915 (ANZAC Day), 16,000 Australian and New Zealand troops landed at what became known as Anzac Cove 

as part of a campaign to capture the Gallipoli Peninsula. 

The British had been trying to force their way through the narrow straits, known as the Dardanelles, to capture 

Constantinople, and so relieve pressure on their Russian allies who were engaged with Ottoman forces in the Caucasus. 

Minefields and on-shore artillery batteries thwarted the early naval attempts to seize the strait, and it was decided that 

troops would have to be landed on the peninsula to overcome Turkish defences. 

British and French forces landed at Cape Helles on the southern tip of the peninsula. Meanwhile, the Australian and New 

Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC), which included the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Australian Brigades along with the 1st New 

Zealand Brigade, as well as artillery units from the British Indian Army, landed on the west coast in a series of waves. 

However, in the early morning darkness, it is possible that they were beached one kilometre or so north of their planned 

objective, in an area of steep, rugged terrain. 

Once on the beach, many units became separated from one another as they began moving up the tangle of complex 

spurs and ravines in the darkness. Turkish resistance remained strong, and the Anzacs were subjected to devastating 

artillery bombardments. 

By mid-morning Turkish reinforcements had arrived under Mustapha Kemal (later known as Kemal Ataturk, president of 

Turkey). Kemal’s orders to his men are said to have been: ‘I don’t order you to fight, I order you to die. In the time it takes 

us to die, other troops and commanders can come and take our places’. 

The Anzac position became progressively more precarious as the Anzacs failed to secure their high-ground objectives. The 

Turks mounted a fierce counter-attack, regaining much of the ground the Anzacs had taken. 

That evening, Major-General William Bridges, commander of the 1st Australian Division, and Lieutenant-General Sir 

William Birdwood, commander of ANZAC, both advised General Sir Ian Hamilton, Commander-in-Chief of the 

Mediterranean Expeditionary Force, that the Allied force should be withdrawn from the peninsula. 

After consultation with the Royal Navy, Hamilton decided against an evacuation, and ordered the troops to dig in. Falling 

back on improvised and shallow entrenchments, the Anzacs held on for a crucial first night. 

By that first evening 16,000 men had been landed but more than 2,000 had been killed or wounded. 



Stalemate 

For the next eight months, the Australians advanced no further than the positions they had taken on the first day. The 

British and French forces who were farther south were also unable to break out of their positions. 

By November, with more Turkish reinforcements and German equipment in place, it was obvious the stalemate would 

continue. Lord Kitchener, the British chief of staff, visited the peninsula and recommended to the British Cabinet that a 

general evacuation take place. 

In late December, the Anzacs were successfully evacuated with barely any casualties, and by 20 January 1916 all Allied 

troops had withdrawn from the peninsula. 

The ANZACs that survived the Gallipoli campaign were sent to Egypt. There they were joined by other volunteers from 

Australia. These soldiers were sent to the Western Front in 1916. Some soldiers stayed in Egypt and fought against the 

Turks in desert battles. 

Your duty 

The story is hard to listen to. So much bloodshed! The Age wants you to not only tell the story but give an analysis of 

some of the photos coming out of the war. You get in touch with the senior journalist Emma Pratt again, and she explains 

to you what it means to “identify patterns or themes in a source”. 

“Identifying themes in a source means looking beyond just what you see in the source, to the overall meanings you can 

find in the source. If you have ever studied a book, you may have been asked to find themes in it. Themes are things like: 

conflict, sorrow, happiness, justice, friendship”, says Emma. 

“Finding patterns in a source doesn’t mean finding patterns like diagonal lines or polka dots! It means seeing connections 

between different elements in a source, and seeing what these might mean”, she says, handing you a photo:  

 

Anzac Beach, Gal l ipol i ,  1915. The beach packed with Austral ian soldiers and supplies with more arriving in smal l  boats. 

Austral ian War Memorial , H03574. 



“Look at this photo. I can see patterns in it – the men on the beach are often looking out at the boats, and the men on the 

boats are looking at the men on the shore. What might this mean? Perhaps it shows the tension of the moment – the 

men on the shore are scared and looking out at sea because that is their only way of escaping. For those on the boats, it 

might show their fear for those on shore, as they are in the firing line”, she says. 

She takes back the photo, looks at it for a moment, and then says, “As for themes, in this photo I see confinement. There 

is a lot of gear and lots of soldiers packed into a small space. Things are piled high as there isn’t much room to move.” 

“So if you wrote down those two things, you would be identifying patterns and themes in a source.” 

She hands you another photo, “Your turn.” 

 

A trench at Lone Pine after the battle, showing Austral ian and Turkish dead on the parapet,  August 1915, by Phi l l ip Schuler. 

Standing (right)  is Major (later Lieutenant -General  Sir)  Lesl ie Morshead. Austral ian War Memorial , PS1515.  

✓ Write your source analysis, identifying patterns or themes in the source. Your analysis should be at least 8 lines 

long. 

You submit your report to head office.  

Mr Callister’s secretary Lucinda Clarkson calls you immediately into the office. “There’s a big job for you here. Mr Callister 

wants to send you to Europe, but he needs to be sure you know enough to be ready for it…” Go to 13. 
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What war feels like 
You strike up a conversation with a shaken looking middle-aged man. He is a veteran of some of the worst battles of the 

war. You know he will have invaluable experience about what it is like for soldiers at the front.  

The soldier’s name is Simon Wilson. He is what is known as “shell-shocked”, a psychological disturbance caused by 

prolonged exposure to active warfare, especially after being under bombardment. 

He takes a big drag on his cigarette. 

“War is hell. And trench warfare is hell on stilts. I’m talking about 500 kilometres of front between opposing armies. This 

massive long line runs all the way from the English Channel, across Belgium, through north-eastern France to the Swiss 

border. After the war between France and Germany, the Franco-Prussian War 1870-1871, the French were paranoid that 

the Germans would invade straight over the border they share. So they built the “Maginot Line” – a huge line of forts – 

along the border. The Germans just went around it, duh! That idea was the “Schlieffen Plan”. That’s why the Western 

Front runs from so far north.” 

He pauses, thinks for a while, and continues, “Millions of troops on the Western Front. Total stalemate – I mean you 

couldn’t move. Thousands of men died to gain a measly few hundred metres of territory. Probably lose it again the next 

week. Look, at the start of this war, military leaders thought attack was the best strategy, but with machine guns and 

tanks, well, defence is really powerful now. Trenches were for defence – stop the enemy getting any closer.” 

 

Men of the 53rd Battal ion in a trench in their front  l ine a few minutes before the launching of the attack at  Fromelles.   



He stands up. “Walk with me…” 

You get up and climb up to the top deck of the boat. You can just make out the coastline of Europe to your east. You will 

be in England in about a day. 

“The trenches on either side could be just 50 metres apart, other places more like a kilometre. Sometimes you could hear 

the enemy talking. The sound of artillery fire was never-ending some days. That’s what has shot my nerves.” 

 

Captured German trenches  near the windmil l  at Pozières, the most elevated point  in the area, and the scene of bitter 

fighting and heavy bombardment. The more the trenches were shel led, the shal lower and wider they became, offering less  

protection.  

Tears well up in his eyes. 

“Those trenches were inhuman. The smell of dead bodies was everywhere. The smell of death. Winters are long, cold and 

wet. Trenches constantly waterlogged and muddy. If you don’t watch yourself you’ll get trench foot – your foot’s wet for 

so long, it starts to literally rot, mutate and eventually drop off. Not enough fresh water, not enough food. And the food 

there was? Yuck. We survived on bully beef (think smelly, wet cat food), dry bread and hard biscuits. If you did get a 

chance to go for a walk you were carrying 30kg of equipment. Barbed wire everywhere. I was lucky I was never gassed 

but we all had gas masks. Both sides started using mustard gas to poison soldiers on the other side. Horrific.” 

His head is in his hands now. 

“Mud. More mud. Cold. rain. Death all around. Rats as big as cats. Lice in your hair, coat, shirt, pants and socks.” 

He goes silent. He will speak no more today. 

You console him and thank him for his time. 

Your chore 

You’ve got more than enough to write a story about the conditions of trench warfare. You also want to educate your 

reader. You know there are a lot of new words used in what you have been writing. Rather than have a glossary, you want 

to find a way to explain these new keywords in the text you are writing. 



You and the other journalists on the boat and you have been sharing around what you’ve been writing. Another 

journalist, a Frenchman named Bertrand Clair, has done a great job of explaining keywords in the text. Here’s what he 

wrote, with the words he defined in bold: 

 

 

You want to write something about the conditions of the war, while explaining these keywords in the text, like Bertrand 

did:  

(if you don’t know what all of these words mean, you might need to use a dictionary) 

• trench 

• Maginot Line 

• Western Front 

• stalemate 

• artillery 

• mustard gas 

 

✓ Write a paragraph about the conditions, explaining the keywords as you go. 

You finish up your writing. Go to 30. 

 

 

 

  

The causes of the war are many. Firstly, there are the entangling alliances that the major powers had with each 

other. Alliances are agreements between countries to support each other in times of trouble. Then there are 

three “isms” that help explain why the world went headlong into a destructive war. The powers of Europe, 

especially Germany and Britain, believed in militarism, judging that having and using a powerful military was 

important to promote their national interest. Many European countries also believed in nationalism, meaning that 

they viewed their own nation as superior to others. There was also the idea of imperialism (the desire to extend 

one’s domination by colonising and attacking other nations), common in the early 1900s, which drove many of the 

European nations. These four factors together go a long way to explaining the outbreak of war. 



30 
The places we laid down our lives… 
You make friends with Jacob Smith, an elderly newspaper reporter, who is from Britain. He was in Melbourne for just a 

week at his sister’s wedding. He has been following the war closely. 

“Old chap, it’s a nasty business, general war. Can’t say the world has ever seen anything like it.” 

You mention that you want to write a story about where Australians are fighting in the war. 

“Easy, I’ve got a knack for remembering stuff like that, and I’ve been following where you Aussies have been stationed, 

what with my sister marrying one of you!” 

“You see, I guess you could put it simply and say there were five main ways Australians were involved directly in the war: 

1. Gallipoli: Yes, that well-known failed attempt to knock Turkey out of the war, from April 1915 to December 1915. 

2. The Middle East: you fought with your New Zealand comrades and the British in Western Egypt. Local Muslims 

supported by Germans and Turks were the enemy on that one. That all ended in March 1917. You also fought 

against the Turks in Palestine 1916-1918. It was often fought on horseback. Really hot there, extreme conditions. 

3. At sea: The Royal Australian Navy was under command of us Brits (the Royal Navy). Only had one important win – 

you sunk the German “Emden” boat in the middle of nowhere, west of Indonesia to be precise. That was right at 

the start of the war in November 1914. 

4. In the air: Let’s not forget about 3,000 Aussie airmen who served in the Middle East and France, that was with the 

Australian Flying Corps.” 

5. In Europe: you fought mainly along the Western Front (which is a large battleline running from the French-

German border up through Belgium to the English Channel). That’s by far where most of the action (and death, 

sorry old chap) happened for Australian troops. 

 

(Photo: Frank Hurley). Ottoman Empire:  Palestine, 31 December 1917  

He pauses for breath, taking a big swig of his coffee. 



“In all, the numbers tell a tale: 324,000 enlisted and served overseas. 61,720 died. 155,000 were wounded. 4,044 were 

prisoners of war (397 of them died while being held captive).” 

You ask him if he could give you a more personal answer, rather than just rattling off facts. 

“Of course, old chap! Or should I say, young chap!” 

He looks out to sea, deep in thought. 

“The Aussies were first sent to Gallipoli, bloody awful campaign. Right stuff up. After retreating, they were sent to Egypt, 

where the AIF (the Australian Infantry Force) increased in number. By early 1916 they were sent to France, where you 

fought in some of the big battles on the Western Front. That’s where Australians saw their main action, and the most 

casualties. I know you Aussies go on about Gallipoli a lot but really, it was a sideshow. The light horse units stayed behind 

in the Middle East, until the end of the war, carrying out the odd operation against Turks in that area. That’s pretty much 

it.” 

He pauses, then adds, “Ground soldiers were your main contribution to this war, but a few airmen saw action on the 

Western Front, and a few of your navy boys carried out operations all over the show, Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Indian 

Ocean, North Sea… A bit here and there.” 

 

(Photo: Frank Hurley). 1 s t  Austral ian Division, Belgium, 5 October 1917  

You thank him for his time. 

“Just promise me you’ll look me up next time you’re in Australia”, you say. 

“Probably have to move there after all this nastiness is over old chap. Europe’s going to be in a right mess after all this 

ends!” 

Your assignment 

You write up what you’ve learned as an article. You have thought of how you can help your friend Emma Pratt back in 

Melbourne. She wants to produce a large research book on the war. She asked for your help on your trip to Europe 

before you got on the boat. After everything she’s done for you, you want to help.  



This research task is about questioning. You want to develop the skill of recognising questions that help answer an overall 

question. Emma left you a note explaining the process: 

Now your turn. Here is the overall question:  

Where did Australians fight in World War One? 

Which three of these questions would help answer this overall question? 

• When did the war start? 

• Where would soldiers go after they have fought in the war? 

• Where did British people fight in World War One? 

• The AIF fought in which locations? 

• Where did the navy serve? 

• Where did Australian soldiers have fights with each other when they were angry? 

• Why did Australians enlist? 

• What places did Australian people travel to between 1910-1920? 

• How did Australians fight in World War One? 

• What wars have Australians fought in? 

• What are the places where Australian airmen served? 

 

✓ Write the overall question and the three sub-questions that help answer the overall question 

You write all this into your notebook.  

The next evening you arrive at Southampton, a port city in southern England. You board a train for London, arriving early 

the next morning.  

Go to 16.  

Questioning is an important skill. It is only when you ask an interesting question that you start finding out interesting 

things. Sometimes questions are too big to answer in one go though. “What colour is the AIF uniform?” Easy 

question – that can be answered without having to ask other questions. But a question like “How did Australia raise 

the money to pay for its war effort?” That is another matter. It is an open question and we would need to ask other 

questions to answer that overall question.  

For example, if this was the overall question:  

How did World War One start? 

Here are three questions that would help answer that question: 

1. Who were the main participants in the war? 

2. What actions immediately preceded countries declaring war? 

3. What grievances did the main European powers have against each other in 1910? 

 



31 
Forcing them to fight? 

 

The Prime Minister, Mr William Morris Hughes, speaking to a large crowd during the conscription referendum 

campaign, Brisbane QLD, c1916. 

https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/encyclopedia/conscription/ww1 

You head down to the Trades Hall Building to meet a union leader called Marcus McLay, who has been heavily involved in 

the conscription debates. It’s a cold, wet and windy day when you arrive to meet him on the steps of the building. 

“Come inside cobber”, says Marcus. You enter the building. It is messy but lively. Lots of people are coming in and out of 

the building., workers mostly. Very few people in suits. Some are carrying banners, others are in the process of making 

them.” 

“Planning a protest for this weekend, rallying against bosses keeping our wages too low. You should join us!”  

You state that as a journalist, it is important to stay neutral. He leads you to a room where you are able to conduct the 

interview. It is dingy, smelling like stale tobacco smoke. 

You begin the interview. 

“Look mate, the AIF (that’s the Australian Imperial Force) was the only voluntary army in the whole war. But that wasn’t 

enough for the government, oh no. When the coffins started coming back on the boats and that hell-on-earth war carried 

on way longer than anyone thought, fewer and fewer people volunteered. That’s when the government decided to try 

and force people to fight.” 

https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/encyclopedia/conscription/ww1


He looks disgusted as he says that last line. He pulls out a packet of cigarettes and offers you one. You decline. He lights 

up. 

“Billy Hughes, the Prime Minister, was the one who said we should have conscription. Can you believe it, a Labor Prime 

Minister? S’posed to be the friend of the working man. So we had a referendum. That’s when everyone in the country 

votes to see whether or not to change a really important law. The 1916 referendum was rejected; the people didn’t want 

conscription. So they had another one in 1917. Same result. It was a pretty close vote both times though, I’ll admit. Boy 

did those votes split the country! Some real uncomfortable times, for sure.” 

He smiled.  

“But you’re not hear to listen to my biased one sided view. We were in the fight against conscription from the start so I’ll 

try and sum up the sides for ya.” 

He moves a pile of papers from a ledge, takes a grubby towel and wipes a part of the wall which turns out to be a 

blackboard. He divides the board into two halves and writes: 

Pro-conscription groups Anti-conscription groups 

Political parties (except for Labor) Labor party (except Billy Hughes for some reason) 

Businesses Trade unions (all the workers you see in this building) 

Newspapers like The Age (your lot) The Catholic Church 

The Protestant Church Most “working class” people 

“So there you have it. See if you can see what each of those sides have in common. If you want my opinion, it’s a bunch of 

imperialists and capitalists on the pro-conscription side! Make up your own mind though.” 

He gives you a moment to copy down his table. He rubs it off and draws another one. 

Arguments in favour of conscription Arguments against conscription 

Australians have a duty to Great Britain, as a former 
colony 

You can’t force someone to go to war and kill people 

There should be ‘equality of sacrifice’. If there was 
conscription, people from all walks of life would have to 
go to war, not just the working classes 

Even if there was conscription of people’s lives, there still 
isn’t conscription of wealth. The rich should be taxed 
more before we send more workers to their death. 

Not getting enough soldiers for the war effort,  from 
people volunteering 

There are too many dead already, why send more? 

Australia’s reputation as a strong country is at stake There wouldn’t be enough men in Australia to do all the 
work if they were sent to war 

Other allies in the war had introduced it (like Great Britain 
and New Zealand) 

Conscription is harming Australia by creating divisions 
between people – those who want it and those who don’t 

This is fairly balanced considering how strongly Marcus was against conscription at the time, you think to yourself. 

You thank him profusely for his time. 

“See you at the protest this Saturday?” 

“Perhaps”, you respond.  

Your job 

Your boss wants you to summarise the different perspectives on the conscription debate.  

He gave you some wise words before you left his office, “Your view will differ about historical events or participants 

depending on your background, where and when you grew up, your class, your gender, your education, your religious or 

political beliefs and so on. When you look at historical writing, you need to consider what background might contribute to 

the author’s perspective. You must understand the motive they had for writing what they did.” 

You find this assignment hard so you go and have a cup of tea with your old mentor, Emma Pratt.  



She says, “Look at the information in the tables. What do the groups for conscription have in common? What do the 

groups against conscription have in common? Are they the same types of people? Do you think they might share some of 

the same opinions about other things? Do they live in similar places, have similar jobs, similar income…?” 

She continues, “What do the arguments for conscription have in common? What do the arguments against conscription 

have in common? Do they have things in common?” 

✓ From the tables given above, summarise the two perspectives by copying and completing the table below: (one 

has been completed for you to show you how to do it) 

Overall, those who were for conscription were: 
 
powerful groups, and groups representing powerful 
people. Those in favour of conscription were a mixture of 
the media, big business, political parties that didn’t 
represent workers and Christian sects allied with England 
(the Anglican Church, the official Church of England, was 
Protestant). 

Overall, those who were against conscription were: 

Overall, the arguments for conscription were: 
 
 
 
 
 

Overall the arguments against conscription were: 

You file your story. Next morning you get a call from the office. 

“Sorry but my reporter who was going to report on the role of women has called in sick. Can you do me a favour and go 

down to the Red Cross office?” 

Reluctantly, you agree. 

Go to 32. 

  



32 
The female contribution 

 

A group of Australian Army nurses about to depart from Adelaide for Salonica, 14 June 1917. 

https://www.awm.gov.au/index.php/articles/blog/mettle-and-steel-aans-salonika  

You make your way to the Red Cross office, a clean but run-down looking building in the city centre. Lots of people are 

coming and going, carrying boxes of supplies from a dark warehouse in the next building over. Your contact is Alana 

Warner, a senior officer. 

“Women didn’t fight on the front line. War isn’t considered a very female thing to do. But really, we live in a sexist society 

and we weren’t even given the option of signing up for that”, she says at the outset. 

You go to a café around the corner for a cup of tea, writing in your notebook as she talks passionately. 

“Of course, many of us served in the Australian Army Nursing Service. We dealt with a lot of suffering and all kinds of 

injuries. I went over with the first draft of nurses in September 1914, right at the start of the war. Us nurses followed the 

Australian troops wherever they were sent.” 

She fumbles around in her pocket for a piece of paper. 

“Here it is, I managed to get some numbers for your story. There were 2,139 nurses that served overseas. Another 423 of 

us served back here in Australia. 25 of my nursing sisters died in the war. I received a medal for my service, so did another 

387 women.” 

She sipped her tea. 

“The Red Cross and the Wounded and Missing Enquiry Bureau were very active back here in Australia. I joined the Red 

Cross after I came back from my nursing service. We helped soldier morale by packaging up and sending supplies – things 

https://www.awm.gov.au/index.php/articles/blog/mettle-and-steel-aans-salonika


like clothing, tobacco and medicine. You might have seen some soldiers opening some of our care packages when you 

were over there?” she asked. 

“Yes, they really appreciated that touch of home!” you recall. 

“The real contribution of women has been when weary and shell-shocked soldiers come back from the war. We are the 

ones having to hold together these broken families – dead fathers, dead brothers, men coming home depressed, missing 

a leg… shell-shock is a big one too”. 

You ask about the other kinds of contributions women made. 

“A lot of fundraising. War is an expensive business! Not many women worked outside the home when the war broke out, 

but that all changed. We entered the workforce, taking the place of men off fighting in Europe. We mostly worked in the 

clothing, printing and food industries. Of course, we were paid much less than the men had been and we had to resign 

and give the jobs back to the men once the war was over.” 

“That’s hardly fair!”, you state. 

You’ve got enough for your story, so you thank Alana for her time, walk back with her to the Red Cross, make a small 

donation yourself and head back to the The Age to write up your article. 

 

Queensland Recruiting Committee Poster, 1914-1918 



https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/ARTV05632/  

Your task 

Mr Callister wants to do a special on the recruiting posters of the war. He is going to put the poster above in 

the newspaper and he wants you to write some text to go with it, to help people understand it. 

A visual source can tell us a lot about a time in history. However, we can also use knowledge that we know 

about a period in time to help understand a visual source. There are two different skills that you could use here, 

consider this diagram: 

 

What we are talking about here is the second one – using outside knowledge to help understand the source. 

You have learnt a lot about the war and are now beginning to be able to use that knowledge to understand sources. 

✓ Look at the poster and answer the following questions in your book 

 

• What does “remember how women and children of France and Belgium were treated” mean? How were they 

treated, do you think? 

• What kind of treatment is the poster suggesting women would get? 

• Who are the figures on the ground? 

• Where do you think the village in the background is? 

• What is this poster trying to make women do? 

You file your story. As Monday morning rolls around, you are walking to The Age office when a man grabs you by the arm. 

“You’re that ace war reporter for The Age, aren’t you?” You are reluctant to say yes to a person who has grabbed you on 

the street. 

“I’ve got a news story for you. It’s about a massive government failure. The government doesn’t want to talk about it but I 

can give you a scoop if you want?” 

“What is it about?” you ask. 

“The government spent all this money trying to set up soldiers on the land when they came back from the war. Total 

failure if you ask me. Buy me lunch and I’ll tell you all about it.”  

He seems a bit batty but sincere. This definitely sounds like a story your boss would like to run, so you agree to buy him 

lunch, and follow him to a nearby restaurant. Go to 20. 

 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/ARTV05632/


33 
The legendary ANZACs 

 

Anzac Day at the War Memorial 

https://www.awm.gov.au/index.php/commemoration/anzac-day 

Mr Callister says “I’ve got some friends from the war. Men who volunteered while I stayed here and just wrote about it. 

Should I feel ashamed? I don’t know. Anyway, I would like you to go and interview these men for me. They’re ANZACs. 

Survived Gallipoli. Get something interesting, but mostly, show respect.”  

He looks at you sternly. You assure him you always show your sources respect, and get the tram to the centre city, where 

you are meeting his buddies in a pub. 

You enter the bar, ‘Young and Jackson Hotel’, opposite Flinders Station. You are greeted by three burly looking men. All 

with moustaches and friendly, but tired looking faces. Their names are Joshua Gaunt, Marcus Winter and Will Mackillop. 

“Charlie sent ya did he? That layabout! Bloody slacker sittin’ on his behind while us real men protected us from the Hun!” 

says Will as you meet. He gives you a giant slap on the back. You can tell he’s just joking. 

You sit and sip beers with the three men. 

“Mate, Gallipoli was a big deal, don’t get me wrong, but eight out of ten of us Aussie dead were at the Western Front, not 

that Turkish hellhole,” says Will. 

Joshua interjects, “Yeah but, you know, the whole ANZAC thing earned Australia its stripes you know? Gave us and the 

Kiwis a reputation for being tough, strong, brave and, you know, we could put up with anything.” 

“Yeah, like that complete bloody failure and waste of time, the Gallipoli Campaign,” says Marcus. He is the more silent of 

the three, with a solemn look to him. 

“Come on Marcus,” says Will, “it gives the rest of the country something to be proud of. Like we’re not just known for 

being a bunch of convicts.” 

https://www.awm.gov.au/index.php/commemoration/anzac-day


Marcus retorts, “This myth of the ANZACs comes from us all supposedly coming from the bush. But what about us from 

the city? What about Aborigines? What about women? This Anzac legend messes with how we see ourselves. It says, we 

only care about masculinity, violence, and the glory of war. Nothing I saw over there was glorious. This myth is just a scam 

to try and unite the country behind something. Bloody politicians doing if you ask me.” 

Joshua looks upset by this.  

“We did what we could mate, we stayed cheerful, kept our humour even when times were tough. We were resourceful 

when we had no supplies. Remember when I made a grenade out of empty tin cans?” he says. 

Will continues, “Let’s not forget mateship. We risked our lives for our mates. Let’s not forget courage. Stormed that hell-

on-earth beach straight into the firing line of the Turkish at Anzac Cove we did.” 

Joshua adds, “We were all about equality. Everyone gets the same respect, no matter what the background. Which is why 

we all got in trouble for not saluting some of those stuck up British officers!”. 

Marcus listens, but is not convinced. 

“Okay ya big sook,” says Joshua, “but don’t stop me from celebrating how we earned the respect of the world that day. 

Every April 25th I’ll be drinking to remember the sacrifices made.” 

With that, all three of them have a big swig of beer. 

It is nearing 6pm, when all pubs close. You thank your new friends for their stories and head home. 

When you are out on the street, Marcus runs up to you.  

“Mate, if you’re writing an article on us, maybe you could include this?”. 

He hands you a scrap of paper. 

“Fancied myself as a journalist as well, once, before the sounds of artillery shells rang out in my ears all bloody day.” 

He walks off. 

You look at the neatly-written paragraphs: 

 

 

 

 

 

Your assignment 

Your editor wants you to explain what a historical perspective is.  

 

✓ Answer these questions about perspective: 

o What is the viewpoint of the author of the article, Marcus Winter?  

o What bias might he have?  

o What parts of the article show you what his viewpoint is? 

 

You complete your report and submit it to the office. The next morning, there is a call on the telephone of your building. 

It’s for you, it’s Mr Callister.  

“There’s been a diplomatic incident and I need you to get down to the British Embassy immediately!” says Callister. 

The landings at Anzac Cove were the first foray into battle of the Australian Imperial Force. Australia was only 14 

years old, and this was the first time it had fought as a distinct nation. 

The Gallipoli campaign was a military failure but the characteristics that the Anzacs displayed throughout the 

campaign – bravery, ingenuity, endurance and mateship – have come to be celebrated as defining characteristics 

of the Australian personality. 

 



You rush to put on some decent clothes to front up to diplomats and head into the city. 

Go to 34. 

  



34 
International relations 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/visitor-information/galleries/first-world-war  

When you get to the British Embassy, there are already several journalists there. You push your way to the front.  

“What’s going on?” you ask a colleague. 

“A diplomat from the UK is retiring, and he’s making a statement about how the relationship between Australia and the 

UK has changed because of the war. He’s telling some ‘home truths’ that his government don’t want him to say, so we’re 

all here to make sure we capture this rare moment of honesty!”.  

Ernest Brown, a diplomat from Great Britain, comes out of the front door of the Embassy building. He looks like he’s been 

up all night. 

“You Australians, you think you’re so independent with your foreign policy now. You think you don’t need us. We used to 

deal with all that stuff but your experience in the Great War has given you courage. Too much I dare say.” 

The crowd of journalists furiously write down every word. It is uncommon to hear an English diplomat talk so openly! 

“You even sent your own peace delegation to the Paris Peace Conference. You’ve certainly been asserting yourself down 

here in the Pacific. But if you ask me, it won’t last. A country like Australia needs a big power ally…” 

He pauses, taking a big puff on his cigar. 

“You think that your experience of the war has made you a nation. But your Prime Minister Billy Hughes had ulterior 

motives. Maybe he wanted to make Australia secure and independent in the Pacific. But equally, he wanted to preserve 

the White Australia Policy. Australia was the one that rejected including a statement of racial equality in the Paris Peace 

Agreement.” 

Another man from inside the embassy comes out, beckoning him to come inside and stop revealing so many secrets! Mr 

Brown ignores him. 

“Your country is still heavily dependent on primary exports, especially to us in England. Don't think that you can leave us 

behind so easily. You still depend on us for the machines you need to run your country. You simply don't make that kind 

of thing over here. If there is ever a major economic depression, you will suffer badly because your economy is still tied to 

ours.” 

Finally, the other man takes Ernest by the hand and politely but forcefully ushers him back inside the building. 

“That will be all thank you. We will make an announcement once we have a new diplomat.” 

You and your fellow journalists mill around exchanging notes for a while. You all got some great information there for an 

opinion piece. 

https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/visitor-information/galleries/first-world-war


Back at the office, Charles Callister wants you to turn this material into a large article to appear in the Sunday edition in a 

month’s time. 

“I need you to come up with a series of questions to guide the investigation,” he says. He leads you down to the 

basement, “Here are some earlier investigations of this type that we have done, read a few so you understand what I’m 

asking.” 

 

Your mission 

Callister wants you to come up with a “research program”. That is one big question and three sub-questions that help to 

answer it. 

You have a look at two other ones that have been done… 

Big question: How did the war affect Australia?  Big question: Why did Australia enter the war? 

Sub-question 1: How many casualties were there?  Sub-question 1: What alliances did Australia have 
before the war? 

Sub-question 2: What did the war effort cost?  Sub-question 2: What kinds of people joined the war? 

Sub-question 3: What harm was there to returned 
soldiers 

 Sub-question 3: Did soldiers get paid? 

 

✓ Copy and complete the table. Your big question for your research program must be about Australia / Great 

Britain relations 

Big question:  

Sub-question 1: 

Sub-question 2: 

Sub-question 3: 

 

You complete your research program questions and submit them to the boss. He’s pleased.  

He suggests you head down to the University of Melbourne to meet some academics. Something about the impacts of 

the war? 

Go to 35. 

 

 

 

  



35 
The aftermath… 

 

Rejoicing & Remembering, Armistice Day, London 1918, Vida Lahey, 1924 

https://www.awm.gov.au/learn/schools/resources/art-in-the-aftermath 

 

You make your way to the University of Melbourne, a complex of large stone buildings just to the north of the city centre. 

You have an appointment with Professor of History Ella King. 

She takes you to a lecture hall.  

“Great timing. I’ve just finished a lecture about the outcomes of the Great War.” 

She gestures to the blackboard, where lines of notes are written up. 

“There were many complex and contradictory effects of the war. Women’s roles in society increased. More women were 

given paid jobs when the men went off to fight, but many of them still lost their jobs when the men returned.” 

She walks over to another part of the blackboard and points at some notes. 

“The war forged a national identify for Australia, especially the Gallipoli campaign and the legend of the ANZAC soldiers. 

But great social divisions were also laid down. Thinking about the effects of the war divided returned soldiers, many of 

whom saw the war as a great victory, and trade unionists, who saw the war as a great waste of time and resources. A 

conflict between big empires, where leaders sent ordinary men to their deaths.” 

“There has been a big increase in government control over public life. During the war, the government controlled the 

media and used propaganda to tell people how to think about it. Propaganda is misleading information used to promote a 

cause, in this case, the government used it to make people think the war was a good idea. Taxes also went up a lot to pay 

for the war effort.” 

She rubbed out some of the notes, and looked at some others. 

“Ah yes, the figures. Australia had the most casualties per population of any of the Allied nations. And the long term cost, 

well… the medical care and benefits paid to returned soldiers cost the government a lot, and made it poorer. By 1932 

over 280,000 returned soldiers were receiving money from the government.” 

https://www.awm.gov.au/learn/schools/resources/art-in-the-aftermath


“There were some economic benefits though. Australia developed light industry and more mining operations. Australia 

had to be more reliant as the Europeans went to war with each other.  This made Australia have to produce things they 

would have previously got from overseas.” 

She paused, deep in thought. 

“The impacts were long lasting: thousands of dead men, damage to the economy (although the Great Depression was 

much worse). Women came into society a bit more. Australia became a little bit more independent from Britain.” 

“Finally, during the peace talks, Australia made sure that there was no statement about racial equality included in the 

peace agreement. The White Australia policy was alive and well.” 

She looks back at you. “I hope that answers your questions.” 

You thank her for her time. 

Your duty 

Before you leave the University, you go to see a travelling exhibition from London. It contains artworks that are 

connected with the Great War. You contact Mr Callister and suggest that some photos of these artworks with some 

commentary would be a great addition to the special war issue. He agrees and sends down a photographer. 

The photographer, Ruby Irvine, also happens to be an expert on using outside knowledge to help understand historical 

sources like art. 

“A visual source can tell us a lot about a time in history. We can also use knowledge that we have about a 

period in time to help understand a visual source. There are two different skills that you could use here, 

consider this diagram…” 

She draws this on the back of a blank piece of photo paper she has in her bag: 

 

“What we are talking about here is the second approach – using outside knowledge to help understand the 

source.” 

“Now, obviously, the first thing you need is some knowledge about the time period. If you don’t have that, you 

can’t use this skill. Once you’ve got that knowledge, think about it and think what bit of it is relevant to the 

visual source you are looking at.” 

✓ Look at this image, and copy and complete the table: 



 

The Great War in Portraits, National Portrait Gallery, London 

Feature of the source Sentence showing how outside knowledge helps explain 
the source 

Injured faces  

Both images are of men  

Sad expressions  

 

You complete your analysis, thank Ruby for the photos and the guidance, and submit the article back to the head office. 

Go to 25. 

  



36 
International relations 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/visitor-information/galleries/first-world-war  

When you get to the British Embassy, there are already several journalists there. You push your way to the front.  

“What’s going on?” you ask a colleague from The Argus. 

“A diplomat from the UK is retiring, and he’s making a statement about how the relationship between Australia and the 

UK has changed because of the war. He’s telling some ‘home truths’ that his government don’t want him to say, so we’re 

all here to make sure we capture this rare moment of honesty!”  

Ernest Brown, a diplomat from Great Britain, comes out of the front door of the Embassy building. He looks like he’s been 

up all night. 

“You Australians, you think you’re so independent with your foreign policy now. You think you don’t need us. We used to 

deal with all that stuff but your experience in the Great War has given you courage. Too much I dare say.” 

The crowd of journalists furiously write down every word. It is uncommon to hear an English diplomat talk so openly! 

“You even sent your own peace delegation to the Paris Peace Conference. You’ve certainly been asserting yourself down 

here in the Pacific. But if you ask me, it won’t last. A country like Australia needs a big power ally…” 

He pauses, taking a big puff on his cigar. 

“You think that your experience of the war has made you a nation. But your Prime Minister Billy Hughes had ulterior 

motives. Maybe he wanted to make Australia secure and independent in the Pacific. But equally, he wanted to preserve 

the White Australia Policy. Australia was the one that rejected including a statement of racial equality in the Paris Peace 

Agreement.” 

Another man from inside the embassy comes out, beckoning him to come inside and stop revealing so many secrets! Mr 

Brown ignores him. 

“Your country is still heavily dependent on primary exports, especially to us in England. Don't think that you can leave us 

behind so easily. You still depend on us for the machines you need to run your country. You simply don't make that kind 

of thing over here. If there is ever a major economic depression, you will suffer badly because your economy is still tied to 

ours.” 

Finally, the other man takes Ernest by the hand and politely but forcefully ushers him back inside the building. 

“That will be all thank you. We will make an announcement once we have a new diplomat.” 

You and your fellow journalists mill around exchanging notes for a while. You all got some great information for an 

opinion piece. 

https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/visitor-information/galleries/first-world-war


Back at the office, Charles Callister wants you to turn this material into a large article to appear in the Sunday edition in a 

month’s time. 

“I need you to come up with a series of questions to guide the investigation,” he says. He leads you down to the 

basement, “Here are some earlier investigations of this type that we have done, read a few so you understand what I’m 

asking.” 

 

Your mission 

Callister wants you to come up with a “research program”. That is one big question and three sub-questions that help to 

answer it. 

You have a look at two other ones that have been done… 

Big question: How did the war affect Australia?  Big question: Why did Australia enter the war? 

Sub-question 1: How many casualties were there?  Sub-question 1: What alliances did Australia have 
before the war? 

Sub-question 2: What did the war effort cost?  Sub-question 2: What kinds of people joined the war? 

Sub-question 3: What harm was there to returned 
soldiers 

 Sub-question 3: Did soldiers get paid? 

 

✓ Copy and complete the table. Your big question for your research program must be about Australia / Great 

Britain relations 

Big question:  

Sub-question 1: 

Sub-question 2: 

Sub-question 3: 

 

You complete your research program questions and submit them to the boss. He’s pleased.  

He suggests you head down to the University of Melbourne to meet some academics. Something about the impacts of 

the war? 

Go to 37. 

  



37 
The aftermath… 

 

Rejoicing & Remembering, Armistice Day, London 1918, Vida Lahey, 1924 

https://www.awm.gov.au/learn/schools/resources/art-in-the-aftermath 

 

You make your way to the University of Melbourne, a complex of large stone buildings just to the north of the city centre. 

You have an appointment with Professor of History Ella King. 

She takes you to a lecture hall.  

“Great timing. I’ve just finished a lecture about the outcomes of the Great War.” 

She gestures to the blackboard, where lines of notes are written up. 

“There were many complex and contradictory effects of the war. Women’s roles in society increased. More women were 

given paid jobs when the men went off to fight, but many of them still lost their jobs when the men returned.” 

She walks over to another part of the blackboard and points at some notes. 

“The war forged a national identify for Australia, especially the Gallipoli campaign and the legend of the ANZAC soldiers. 

But great social divisions were also laid down. Thinking about the effects of the war divided returned soldiers, many of 

whom saw the war as a great victory, and trade unionists, who saw the war as a great waste of time and resources. A 

conflict between big empires, where leaders sent ordinary men to their deaths.” 

“There has been a big increase in government control over public life. During the war, the government controlled the 

media and used propaganda to tell people how to think about it. Propaganda is misleading information used to promote a 

cause, in this case, the government used it to make people think the war was a good idea. Taxes also went up a lot to pay 

for the war effort.” 

She rubbed out some of the notes, and looked at some others. 

“Ah yes, the figures. Australia had the most casualties per population of any of the Allied nations. And the long term cost, 

well… the medical care and benefits paid to returned soldiers cost the government a lot, and made it poorer. By 1932 

over 280,000 returned soldiers were receiving money from the government.” 

https://www.awm.gov.au/learn/schools/resources/art-in-the-aftermath


“There were some economic benefits though. Australia developed light industry and more mining operations. Australia 

had to be more reliant as the Europeans went to war with each other.  This made Australia have to produce things they 

would have previously got from overseas.” 

She paused, deep in thought. 

“The impacts were long lasting: thousands of dead men, damage to the economy (although the Great Depression was 

much worse). Women came into society a bit more. Australia became a little bit more independent from Britain.” 

“Finally, during the peace talks, Australia made sure that there was no statement about racial equality included in the 

peace agreement. The White Australia policy was alive and well.” 

She looks back at you. “I hope that answers your questions.” 

You thank her for her time. 

Your duty 

Before you leave the University, you go to see a travelling exhibition from London. It contains artworks that are 

connected with the Great War. You contact Mr Callister and suggest that some photos of these artworks with some 

commentary would be a great addition to the special war issue. He agrees and sends down a photographer. 

The photographer, Ruby Irvine, also happens to be an expert on using outside knowledge to help understand historical 

sources like art. 

“A visual source can tell us a lot about a time in history. We can also use knowledge that we have about a 

period in time to help understand a visual source. There are two different skills that you could use here, 

consider this diagram…” 

She draws this on the back of a blank piece of photo paper she has in her bag: 

 

“What we are talking about here is the second one – using outside knowledge to help understand the source.” 

“Now, obviously, the first thing you need is some knowledge about the time period. If you don’t have that, you 

can’t use this skill. Once you’ve got that knowledge, think about it and think what bit of it is relevant to the 

visual source you are looking at.” 

✓ Look at this image, and copy and complete the table: 



 

The Great War in Portraits, National Portrait Gallery, London 

Feature of the source Sentence showing how outside knowledge helps explain 
the source 

Injured faces  

Both images are of men  

Sad expressions  

 

You complete your analysis, thank Ruby for the photos and the guidance, and submit the article back to the head office. 

Back at the office, Mr Callister says “I’ve got some friends from the war. Men who volunteered while I stayed here and 

just wrote about it. Should I feel ashamed? I don’t know. Anyway, I would like you to go and interview these men for me. 

They’re ANZACs. Survived Gallipoli. Get something interesting, but mostly, show respect.”  

He looks at you sternly. You assure him you always show your sources respect, and get the tram to the city centre , where 

you are meeting his buddies in a pub. 

Go to 24. 

 


